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a 
Seed of LIBERTY vi) 


By Richard Jesse 


When Christopher Columbus discoy- 
ered America, nine-year-old Martin Lu- 
ther was attending school in Mansfeld, 
Germany. Through Luther, God pur- 
posed to give men civil and religious 
liberty. Having raised up His servant 
of the Word, God uncovered a conti- 
nent, hidden for centuries, where de- 
mocracy and freedom of worship would 
flourish. 

Flying the flag of Spain, three small 
vessels in 1492 landed on one of the 
Bahama Islands, northeast of Cuba. 
Columbus had sought a new route to an 
old world — he thought he was near 
India — but he discovered the New 
World. Columbus strove to convert 
unbelievers to Christianity, but while he 
proposed, God disposed. The ex- 
plorer’s religion was not the religion of 
liberty. 

A few parrots soaring southward — 
not by chance — altered the course of 
the expedition. Providence, like a for- 
bidding angel, held the Spanish con- 
querors south of the Rio Grande. 


To the northern regions of the con- 
tinent came the Germanic tribes whom 
Hawthorne in his History of the United 
States calls the progenitors of religious 
and civil liberty in America. The mo- 
tive force which drove them, he says, 
had its origin one century earlier in the 
brain of a Saxon slate cutter’s son, 
Martin Luther. They came to the New 
World “seeking liberty to think as they 
pleased and to act upon their belief.” 
The seed they sowed has yielded, under 
God, religious and civil liberty. 

The Red Man, to unfold the pano- 
rama quickly, retreated before the west- 
ward tide of civilization. The Decla- 
ration of Independence and the young 
nation’s victory in the Revolutionary 
War proclaimed liberty throughout the 
land. Although the Civil War left a 
long trail of blood and bitterness, the 
Union’s triumph guaranteed liberty to 
every inhabitant of the country. 

Twice in the 20th century the United 
States took up arms against enemies of 
human freedom. In World War I the 
nation sustained more than 350,000 
casualties. The number: rocketed to 
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1,078,674 in World War II.. To wage 
this war the U.S. then expended be- 
tween 300 and 350 billion dollars. This 
is about one third of what all the na- 
tions spent in the last conflict — more 
than one trillion dollars. 


How will it be tomorrow? Will 
America remain the land of the free 
and the world citadel of liberty? Will 
the church continue in the Word which 
makes men free, or will it, by unfaith- 
fulness to the Savior, forfeit its claim to 
divine protection? 

Within the church, cunning adulter- 
ation of God’s Word and man-centered 
theology threaten all churches with 
heresies. These departures from Spirit- 
revealed truth deny the fundamentals 
without which no man can be saved. 

We live in an age of worldliness, of 
existing for this world alone, without 
concern for the world to come. Out- 
side the church, intemperance and 
lewdness, marital infidelity and decay 
of the home are preying on the vitals of 
American social life. 

The church’s purity and power are 
endangered from within by a spirit that 
forgets the 
church: to preach the Gospel which 
offers lost sinners eternal salvation 
through faith in Christ; a spirit that 
subordinates the Gospel to providing 
entertainment for fleeting hours. 

Outside the church stalks an in- 


only mission of the 


ordinate greed for gain. Driven by this — 


evil passion, men sacrifice honesty and 
principle for the coveted prize. Not 
always 
church does the spirit of unselfish sac- 
rifice prevail, the spirit that lends ade- 
quate support to the work of the church 
under the Redeemer’s Great Com- 
mission. 


and everywhere within the — 


t 


Unaided, no one Christian and no | 


one congregation can ward off the grave _ 


perils besetting the church and religious — 


liberty in America. But as God was 
willing to spare Sodom for the sake of 
ten righteous, so He will show mercy to 
our native land and prosper the mission 
of the church for the sake of individual 


Christians and congregations dedicated 


‘to: the kingdom of His Son. 
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i News of the Church in the World 


Concordia, Mo., Church 
_ And College Hit by Winds 


On Friday, June 13, at 6 P.M., an 
hour before a wedding rehearsal was 
to be held in St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, Concordia, Mo., a violent 
windstorm blew off half of the roof of 
the Gothic structure and knocked a 
tall chimney through the other’ half. 
-Through the providence of God, no 
One was injured. 

The chimney plunged through the 
1,200-seat nave into the basement. 
Torrential rains and large hailstones 
accompanied the 20-minute wind- 
storm. Rains continued for 24 hours. 

Engineers will decide whether the 
destruction has weakened the walls and 
whether it will be necessary to rebuild 
the entire plant, the pastor, Rev. O. E. 
Heilman, reported. The structure is 
‘insured for $155,000. 

At St. Paul’s College, Synod’s pre- 
paratory school, three blocks from the 
church, the windstorm ripped a portion 

of the copper roofing from the gym- 
-nasium, exposing the floor to water 
damage. 

The garage at the home of Mayor 
Edwin Pape was pushed about 15 feet 
from its foundation. The garage of a 
neighbor, Herman Steljes, was blown 
about 15 feet to the site of Mayor 
Pape’s garage. Mr. Pape is a member 

of the college Board of Control. 
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Part of wind-damaged roof of St. Paul’s Church, Concordia, Mo. 


A new house being built by Vernon 
Rehkop was blown off its foundation. 

Messrs. Steljes and Rehkop are of- 
ficers of St. Paul’s Church. 

A tornado funnel was sighted west 
of Concordia about the time the wind 
hit the town. 


Campus Pastor Lectures 
In U. of Illinois Series 


Rev. Eugene F. Klug, Lutheran cam- 
pus pastor and instructor at the Uni- 
versity of Illinois, participated in the 
Channing-Murray spring lecture series. 

His lecture gave the Christian answer 
to the question “Can Society Survive 
Without Religion?” 

Since 1955 Pastor Klug has taught 
religion credit courses at the University 
of Illinois as the first full-time occupant 
of a chair of religion, authorized by 
Synod at its 1953 convention. 

He is presenting “Church-World Re- 
lations” and “Lutheran Great Books 
Series” as summer session courses. 


Estonian Lutherans 
Report Large 
Membership Drop 


Official church membership in the 
three largest Lutheran parishes in 
Tallin, capital of Estonia, has dropped 
since the country came under Soviet 
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rule from a prewar high of 108,000 to 
6,600. 

Baltic Letters, a periodical published 
in Berlin for Germans from the Baltic 
states who are now living in West Ger- 
many, reported the Lutheran member- 
ship drop and noted that the Tallin 
population had increased from 138,000 
in 1934 to 320,000 at present. 

“Obviously,” Baltic Letters editori- 
alized, “‘people are afraid to be officially 
registered as members of the Lutheran 
Church.” 


Lutheran Alumni Plan 
For National Scope 


To solidify the alumni movement in 
the church on a national basis, repre- 
sentatives of Lutheran alumni groups 
from six cities — from Dallas to New 
York — attended an informal delegate 
conference of the Lutheran Collegiate 
Association in Chicago, May 3. 

The conference sensed the need for 
a national organization which would 
tie together the ac- 
tivities of the local 
university Lutheran 
alumni organizations 
and enable persons 
transferring from one 
area to maintain 
membership in an- 
other area. 

The LCA’s purpose 
“to use the educated 
talents in our church 
for the furtherance of the kingdom of 
the Lord” was restated by Eugene 
Wengert, Milwaukee attorney, who ad- 
dressed the convention. 

The LCA is a Synod-approved and 
Gamma Delta-recognized alumni as- 
sociation. 

Newly elected executive council 
officers of the organization’s 1959 In- 
terim Committee are: president, Nor- 
bert Heidbreder, Chicago; vice-presi- 
dents, Gerhard Vater, Valparaiso, and 
Lillian Wahrow, New York; and from 
Chicago: recording secretary, Helen 
Finkemeier;, treasurer, Ed Wein; and 
corresponding secretary, Miriam Backs. 

Lutherans who have a minimum of 
two years’ college training qualify for 
membership in. LCA. For additional 
information, write to. Lutheran Col- 
legiate Association, Room 719, 77 
W. Washington St., Chicago 2, Ill. 


E. Wengert 


News of the Church in the World 


Workshop on Aging 
Held in Milwaukee 


A workshop on Aging, conducted at 
Cross Lutheran Church, Milwaukee, 
May 10, emphasized the needs of the 
aging and the church’s responsibility to 
meet them on a congregational level. 
The workshop discussed the possibility 
of a countywide welfare plan for 
churches in the area to meet the needs 
of the senior citizens. 

The meeting was sponsored by the 
Lutheran Laymen’s League, Synod’s 
Social Welfare Department, and the 
local Home for Aged Lutherans. 

Edgar Fritz, LLL Club Service Di- 
rector, presented its program for in- 
creased congregational assistance to the 
aged. 

Panel speakers included Dr. Henry 
Wind and Miss Ruth Brauer of Synod’s 
department; Robert DeVries, clinical 
director of the Milwaukee Home; and 
representatives of the local Central 
Agency for the Chronically Ill and the 
County Public Welfare group. 

Rev. William T. Eggers, executive of 
the Milwaukee Home, and Ed. Beyers- 
dorf and Fred Polzin of the local LLL 
formed the committee arranging the 
workshop. 


Administrative Duties 
Cut Pastor’s Time 


Time consumed in church adminis- 
tration is the cause of general complaint 
among pastors, findings of a national 
survey showed. 

Seminaries ought to prepare laymen 
for service as church business managers, 
the pastors surveyed suggested to the 
Department of Theological Cooperation 
in the Division of LWF Affairs of the 
National Lutheran Council, which con- 
ducted the survey. 

The situation would also be im- 
proved, the pastors agreed, if more 
congregations provided the help of a 
parish secretary, a parish worker, a 
director of religious education, or an 
associate pastor. 

Returns from 1,426 pastors showed 
that an average round of church activity 
totals almost 60 hours a week; that 
administrative duties absorb an average 
of 10 hours and 21 minutes. 

“Too much time lost in office and 
administrative duties!” commented one 
pastor. “I know it, but the work must 
be done, and | cannot get help from 
the congregation.” 

“Only if men are free from the office 


will they give more time to study... 
more to people, less to paper,” said 
Rev. Charles Carroll, retiring secretary 
of the department making the survey. 

Topping the list for the pastor’s most 
important work was preaching, drawing 
1,095 mentions; pastoral calls, 491; 
teaching, 319; counseling, 222; admin- 
istration of the Sacraments, 219; general 
pastoral work, 116; evangelism, 34; 
meditation and prayer, 16. 


Four Teachers Record 
170 Years of Service 


Four men of the seven remaining 
members of the class of 1908 of Seward 
returned to the campus for their golden 
anniversary reunion, June | and 2. 

The teaching service of the four men 
totals 170 years in the elementary 
schools of Synod. 

Theodore F. H. Schmidt of Plym- 
outh, Nebr., has taught the full 50 
years. He served at St. Joseph and 
limo, Mo.; Newton, Kans.; North 
Judson and Wakefield, Nebr.; and at 
Christ Lutheran School, Norfolk, Nebr., 
1920—47. 

Louis H. Becker taught at Mount 
Calvary Lutheran School, St. Louis, 
from his graduation until his resignation 
two years ago. He is still organist and 
substitute teacher at Mount Calvary. 

Fred Voigtmann, Marengo, lowa, 
taught for 35 years before directing a 
relief program for lowa County, 1943 
to 50. From 1950 to 1956 he was 
a member of the Iowa State Legislature. 
He taught at North Prairie, Wis.; Lew- 
isville, Nebr.; Immanuel, Milwaukee, 
1915—21; and Victor, lowa, 1921—43. 

John C. Mattfeld taught for 37 years 
at Ellsworth, Kans.; Bunceton, Mo.; 
and Immanuel, Williamsburg, Iowa, 
1917—42. The following 10 years he 
was a Salesman in a religious bookstore, 
and he proofread music at Yale Uni- 
versity for one year. 


Woman Bequeaths 
$100,000 
To Florida Church 


Carol Saxon, 29, who was killed in | 


an accident, bequeathed $100,000 to 


Grace Lutheran Church (ALC), Mi- : 


ami Springs, Fla. 

Not reared a Lutheran, 
visited Grace Church in 1951. 

A talented musician, she became ac- 
tive in the choir and later directed three 
choirs. To further her career in music, 
she returned to her home in New Jer- 
sey and received her Master’s degree in 
music from Columbia University. 

A year ago Grace Church decided it 
needed a more commodious sanctuary 
for the growing membership and se- 
cured $200,000 in pledges for the build- 
ing. The plan would utilize all space 
on the church site, prohibiting future 
expansion. Adjacent land, priced at 
$100,000, presented the alternative: 
build at once because of present needs, 
or buy the acreage, look to the future, 
but delay the building. The congrega- 
tion decided on the latter course. 

The bequest of Miss Saxon enables 
the congregation to realize more quickly 
its plan. 


she 


Two Presbyterian 
Bodies Merge 


The merger of two old Presbyterian 
bodies — the Presbyterian Church in 
the U.S.A., and the United Presby- 
terian Church of N. A. —created the 


United Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S.A., May 28. 
Now the fourth-largest Protestant 


denomination in the United States, the 


first | 


new body, with 3,102,572 members, is 


exceeded only by the Methodist 
Church, the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion, and the National Baptist Conven- 


tion, U.S. A. P| 


Four 08 graduates attend golden reunion at Seward. L. to r.: Mr. and Mrs. Fred 
Voightmann, Louis H. Becker, John Mattfeld, Mrs. and Mr. Theo. F. H. Schmidt. 


(292) 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS | 


: 


The general assembly in Pittsburgh 
authorized the church’s Board of Na- 
tional Missions to borrow up to 
$10,000,000 to finance the construction 
of new churches in rapidly expanding 
suburbs. 

The New York presbytery is now 
conducting a $5,000,000 fund-raising 
drive to build new churches in blighted 
urban areas and in changing com- 
munities. 


HEAD OF CANADIAN OFFICE of 
Synod’s Armed Services Commission, 
Rev. George E. Bornemann (center), 
pastor of St. John’s Church, Toronto; 
(left) H. A. Merklinger (Maj.), Area 
Chaplain, Eastern Ontario Area, King- 


ston; and A. F. Otke (Capt.), Chaplain’s . 


Office, RCEME School, Barriefield, 
Ont., discuss Canadian editions of 
Loyalty — Christ and Country and 
Service Prayer Book. 


Clergymen Score 


“Pagan” Funerals 


About 40 Protestant pastors in the 
San Jose Area Ministerial Association 
of California have started a campaign 
to “return funeral services to the 
church.” Funeral practices, these min- 
isters say, “have become more pagan 
than Christian.” 
~ The plan includes special sermons on 
the subject and the distribution of 
10,000 copies of a four-page pamphlet 
on Christian funerals. 

Noting that many funerals today are 
too costly, the pamphlet urges Chris- 
tians to be “conservative in cost.” 
Needs of the living are a more impor- 
tant consideration than the ostentation 
of an expensive coffin. If a casket is 
desired, it should remain closed during 
the church service. 

The pamphlet suggests an early, pri- 
vate graveside service, followed by a 
memorial service within the sanctuary. 

The participating clergymen hope to 
remove the “attitude of defeatism” 
toward death and to “affirm the triumph 
of the soul,” the association said, 
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News of the Church in the World 


Briefly Told 


Beer and Baseball. Every one of the 
16 major-league baseball clubs has sold 
TV and radio rights to its games to 
brewers this season. The complete 
tie-up of the major leagues with brew- 
ing interests climaxes a trend that has 
been growing in the last 15 years, the 
Methodist Board of Temperance re- 
ports. 


Magazines Merge. The Messenger of 
the Evangelical and Reformed Church 
and Advance of the Congregational 
Christian Churches will be combined in 
October to form a biweekly magazine 
of the new United Church of Christ. 
The United Church Herald — new 
name of the paper — will have a cir- 
culation of 150,000. 


Women Warned. “Beware of the 
foibles of men in the conduct of church 
business and presentation of your pro- 
grams” was the warning given women 
of the new United Presbyterian Church 
im the U.S.A. by Dr.. Raymond J, 
Lindquist of Hollywood, Calif. The 
traditional stand of men, he said, “is at 
times a dangerous tradition, which in- 
cludes temperament, temper, and 
terror.” 


Fleet Street. The first adult convert 
of the London congregation was C. W. 
Buckley, newspaperman of Fleet Street 
most of his life. Confirmed at 71, he 
“gave his whole self to Christ and to 
the work of the church with such 
eagerness and warmth that he became 
one of the most loved and widely re- 
spected of the members,” the British 
Lutheran reports. On May 6 he joined 
the Church Triumphant. 


Award. President O. P. Kretzmann 
of Valparaiso University was given the 
Lutheran Brotherhood J. A. O. Preus 
award in June. The $2,000 grant was 
made “in recognition of his outstand- 
ing service to Lutheranism.” 


Engineer-Treasurer. Chartered elec- 
trical engineer Alfred Flemming, 44, is 
the treasurer of the Evangelical Lu- 
theran Church of England. Since 1950 
he has been a member of Luther- 
Tyndale Congregation in London. He 
studied electrical engineering at Bor- 
ough Polytechnic and Regent Polytech- 
nic and, in six years, earned the Higher 
National Certificate. Except for the 
war years, he has been associated with 
a Swiss firm manufacturing heavy in- 
dustrial electrical equipment. 
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Record? In 118 years, St. Paul’s Lu- 
theran Church at Concordia, Mo., has 
given 79 pastors, 35 men teachers, and 
13 women teachers — a total of 127 — 
to full-time service in the church, Pas- 
tor O. E. Heilman reported in the parish 
bulletin for May 18. 


Five Per Cent. By selling 30-day 
demand notes at 5% interest, Saint 
Peter’s Lutheran Church, Three Rivers, 
Mich., is financing its building program 
of a new church and parsonage. The 
plan is not new in financial circles, but 
fairly new in congregations. Notes are 
sold to members, friends, relatives. 
Ground for the new $140,000 church 
was broken on Easter, Rev. Ferdinand 
John Sattelmeier told the WITNEss. 


To Sweden. Young physicist Charles 
Shipman, 1958 graduate of the Univer- 
sity of California at Santa Barbara and 
president of the local Gamma Delta 
group, was invited to see the nuclear 
energy projects in Sweden and to visit 
leading physics laboratories in other 
European countries. He plans to enter 
Stanford this fall for graduate studies 
in theoretical physics. 


By Helicopter. From a parking lot 
across the street from the new Catholic 
cathedral in Youngstown, Ohio, a heli- 
copter lifted the 300-pound aluminum 
cross by cable to the top of the 133- 
foot church tower. Volunteer workers 
on the tower’s scaffold guided the 20- 
foot cross into its socket as the “chop- 
per” hovered overhead. 


Annapolis Midshipmen. Louis 
Cohen, a member of First Lutheran 
Church, Boston, was master of cere- 
monies at the graduation banquet in 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Annapolis, 
for Lutheran Church Party members 
from the U.S. Naval Academy. Mid- 
shipman Ted Garver of Albany, Ind., 
assisted Pastor Arlo Nau of St. Paul’s 
in conducting a narrative service. Mid- 
shipman Dick Brown, Silver Spring, 
Md., is a varsity baseball and basketball 
player. 


Versatile. Organist for 32 years at 
St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church, Hazen, 
N. Dak., and District Board member, 
Leonard Wohlfeil has been a successful 
electrical contractor for years. He is 
also water commissioner for Hazen and 
president of its Chamber of Com- 
merce. Among his inventions are a 
cord holder, clipping onto the backs of 
radio and TV sets, and a device to cut 
square doughnuts to save dough and 
packing space. 


IN 


Procession to the service of Baptism 


First group of 268 receiving Baptism 


he occasion was unforgettable: the 
Baptism of 268 nationals in Irelya, 

one of Synod’s mission stations in the 
Central Highlands of New Guinea, on 
February 16, 1958. 

Early that morning the class had as- 
sembled in a grove near the compound. 
We could hear the candidates chant 
hymns between prayers and exhorta- 
tions of native evangelists. 

Two by two, marching in a long 
line, slowly and solemnly, they came: 
the men in their brave new white 
laplaps (a square cloth wound around 
the waist), and the women in new 
“mother hubbards” of varied colors. 


Three large crosses stood on an 
eminence at one corner of the field. 
Timbers provided seats for the candi- 
dates. 

At the entrance to the field the na- 
tionals had erected a barrier of flowers 
and palm branches. Here the proces- 
sion halted. A native evangelist spoke 
a prayer. The candidates chanted a 
hymn. Solemnly the gate through the 
barrier was opened, and the new Chris- 
tians slowly moved in. 


6 


4 


Thousands of New Guineans sat on 
the ground all around the field. A loud- 
speaker made it possible for everyone 
to hear the service, and the thousands 
paid close attention. 


Years of instruction had preceded 
this event. For several weeks prior to 
the mass service the candidates for Bap- 
tism met daily for classes. They came 
individually for private confession and 
absolution on the last three days. 

On this baptismal day there was 
another admonition; they chorused 
their answers. Missionary Willard L. 
Burce interpreted the sermon, which the 
visiting Executive Secretary preached. 

Then came the Sacrament. About 25 
candidates at a time were led by an 
elder. They kneeled in a long line. With 
the assistance of an elder holding a 
large wash basin, Missionaries Victor 
Heinicke and Burce performed the bap- 
tismal rites. 

Mounted in the slit of a bamboo 
stick was a piece of paper bearing the 
new name of each candidate. This he 
presented to the missionary so that the 
Lord’s ambassador could give the new 
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BADCISM) 
IRELYA 


Thousands heard the Word through PA system 


By Otto H. SCHMIDT] 


Christian his correct Christian name ati 
Baptism. 


We watched the facial expressions of 
these 268 New Guineans as they re2 
ceived Baptism and later shook hands! 
with the missionary. What glowing$ 
satisfaction was theirs, now that they 
were members of the church of Christ!t 

As the groups returned to their seats, 
the entire congregation chanted a 
hymn. 

Only toward the conclusion of the 
three-hour service — and the hot sun 
beat down on the field — was there 
a sign of restlessness. If an Irelyan’s) 
disturbance became evident, several ofi 
the older, bearded men got up andi 
bawled him out. 

After the benediction, older mem-~ 
bers shook hands with the new. 

The Communion service for the ne 
class was conducted that same evening.’ 
One old woman baptized that morningg 
could not attend Communion, for shes 
had become ill. That night she died.! 
How wonderful that she had received 
the Sacrament of Baptism before thet 
Lord called her home! 
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Fellowship after the dedication 


A Church 


The first chapel at Yaramanda 


"= wo populous clans formerly used the 
§ plain of Yaramanda in the Central 
Highlands as a battleground to slug out 
their differences. Significantly, Synod 
planted a mission station on the site of 
bloody fighting to proclaim the Prince 
of Peace. 

At first, Missionary Otto C. Hintze 
conducted services in the open. I re- 
member preaching at Yaramanda on 
November 7, 1948, to about 60 people 
seated on the ground. Three years ago 
i stood on the same spot and addressed 
1.200 men. This year, on that same 
spot, a large church was being dedi- 
sated, February 9. 

The chapel of modest proportions, 
quilt a few years ago, could no longer 
iccommodate the growing congrega- 
ion. Without benefit of mission funds, 
2 group of nationals erected a new and 
arger sanctuary. 


Last year at Pentecost 298 Engas 
were baptized at Yaramanda, and 204 
eceived Communion for the first time. 
Now 56 candidates were ready and 
ager to join the congregation. 

In the procession for the February 
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baptismal service were the missionary 
personnel, the evangelists and elders, 
and the candidates for Baptism. 

At the church entrance there was a 
halt. After appropriate chants, Scrip- 
ture readings, and prayers, an elder cut 
the ribbon stretched across the doorway 
to signify the church was open for use. 
Baptismal candidates entered first. 

On a table outside the new house of 
God, some of the men deposited articles 
of sorcery — formerly precious to the 
owners, but now discarded. This action 
emphatically declared that the new 
Christians were done with heathen 
superstitions and were determined to 
live as Christians. 


How the Holy Spirit has changed this 
section of New Guinea! “Ten years ago 
— darkest heathenism. Today — a 
church; a school; a _ congregation; 
branch missions at Raikama and Pa- 
wari; a higher elementary school, using 
English and training national young 
men to be teachers! 

The Christian spirit prevails and 
grows. May the Lord prosper and bless 
the church in New Guinea! 
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Ts Dedicated at 


Using local materials, members built the new church 


Articles of sorcery deposited at door 
of church 
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hen we call the Scriptures the 

Word of God, we mean that the 
words of Scripture have proceeded 
from the mouth of God, that these 
words are true even as God is true, 
and that they stand as our only author- 
ity in Christian doctrine and life. But 
something else needs to be said con- 
cerning the power of the Word of God. 


The Word Is Always Powerful 


When we speak of the power of the 
Word, we do not refer exclusively to 
the sacred Scriptures, but also to the 
Word of God as it is preached to us 
from pulpits, taught in schools and in 
the home, and written in devotional 
literature and other books. Whether 
God speaks in the beginning of time 
and fashions the world, whether He 
calls to Moses from a burning bush, 
whether He thunders His Law from 
Sinai so that His people tremble, or 
whether He speaks through the voice 
of apostles and prophets, it is the same 
Word of God and carries with it the 
same power of God. 

Today, too, our preaching and wit- 
nessing and writing, insofar as it is 
grounded in Scripture and centered in 
the Gospel of Christ crucified, can be 
called the Word of God, the power 
and the wisdom of God (1 Cor. 1:24). 
Luther says: “If the Word of God 
proceeds from a believing mouth, then 
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The Power of Go 


these words are living words which can 
rescue men from death, forgive them 
their sins, and bear them into heaven.” 

This is strong language. However, if 
we examine only in a random manner 
what Scripture says about the power 
of the Word of God, we quickly dis- 
cover that Luther was not giving him- 
self up to any exaggeration. It is sig- 
nificant how much Scripture says about 
the power of the Word. 


1. Scripture likens the Word of God 
to many things, all of which are known 
for their power. 


The Word is called a hammer which 
breaks the rock in pieces (Jer. 23:29). 
It is called an incorruptible seed which 
lives and abides forever (1 Peter 1:23; 
cf. Luke 8:11). The Word is a lamp 
which gives light (Ps. 119:105) and 
a light that shines in a dark place 
(2 Peter 1:19). The Word is likened 
to honey, to rain, to dew, and to fire. 
(Psolt9: 103; sDeuts32:23) Jer. 25229) 

Such analogies suggest that in itself 
the Word is powerful. The strongest 
image in this connection is by our Lord 
Himself when He says: “The words that 
I speak unto you, they are spirit, and 
they are life” (John 6:63). Here we 
learn that the Word of God is animated 
by the Spirit of God, and thus it is 
a living Word which brings the Holy 
Spirit and eternal life to a believer. 


2. Scripture speaks explicitly about 
the power of the Word and points to 
the magnificent and wonderful works 
which it is able to accomplish. 


It is by the Word that we were 
“called . . . to the obtaining of the 
glory of our Lord Jesus Christ” 
(2 Thess. 2:14). By the Word of God 
we were brought to faith in our Savior. 
“Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 
by the Word of God.” (Rom. 10:17; 
cf. John 17:20; 1 Thess. 2:13) 

The Word is able to quicken us unto 
a new life in Christ. “Thy Word hath 
quickened me,” says the psalmist (Ps. 
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119:50; cf. 2 Cor. 3:6). We have been 
born again by the Word and made chil-| 
dren of the kingdom of heaven. “Of! 
His own will begat He us with the 
Word of truth, that we should be; 
a kind of first fruits of His creatures,” 
(James 1:18; cf. 1 Peter 1:23) 

By the Word we were converted, led! 
to understand spiritual things, and made: 
wise unto salvation through faith which 
is in Christ Jesus, for again the psalmisti 
testifies: “The Law of the Lord is per-: 
fect, converting the soul; the testimony 
of the Lord is sure, making wise the; 
simple.” (Ps. 19:7; cio 2 Timy3eisy 

We are cleansed from sin and made 
pure by the Word of God, for Jesus; 
says: “Now are ye clean through the 
Word which I have spoken unto you”’ 
(John 15:3). And by that same Word 
we are sanctified, for our High Priest; 
petitions His Father: “Sanctify them 
through Thy truth; Thy Word is truth”’ 
(John 17:17). The Word enlightens; 
our eyes and rejoices our hearts (Ps.; 
19:8). The Word works in our hearts; 
assurance and certainty of faith, for,: 
as St. Paul tells us, the Gospel comes) 
not “in word only, but also in power’ 
and in the Holy Ghost and in much 
assurance.” (1 Thess. 1:5) 

According to the Scriptures, every-' 
thing pertaining to our salvation is) 
wrought by the Word of God. Inhering 
in the Gospel message is a power! 
through which the Spirit of God con-: 
verts and enlightens and saves men. 
For this reason the apostle calls the! 
Gospel “the power of God unto sal-. 
vation.” (Rom. 1:16) 


3. The Word has a profound effect: 
on people’s lives. 


Here we do not refer primarily to: 
the fact that Jesus and His apostles 
did miracles and healed people with 
His Word (Matt. 8:3, 16; Mark 4:39; 
Acts 3:6; Matt. 9:5, 6) — significant as 
this is — but rather to the spiritual re- 
birth and change which this Word ac- 
complishes in people. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


“ 


ad the Disdory of God” 


Jesus at the well of Sychar tells the 
Samaritan woman the Gospel; and her 
life is changed by the Word. Her 
former way of sin is a thing of the 
past. She is no longer concerned with 
earthly things. She has entered a new 
life with new desires and new interests. 
Only the Gospel could work such a 
miracle in a person. 

Again, the Word of God comes into 
the home of Zacchaeus and changes 
that greedy man’s life. His god has 
been money; but now these possessions 
become so unimportant to him that 
he thinks only of repaying fourfold 
everyone whom he has cheated. (One 
could surmise that this decision ren- 
dered him penniless, but it never 
crossed his mind to think about that.) 
For the first time in his life he is 
really rich; he has found the pearl of 
great price, the Gospel. 

The power of the Word changes and 
renews that sinful woman who, for- 
getting all decorum, bursts into the 
home of Simon the Pharisee in order 
to wash the feet of Jesus with her 
tears — tears of repentance, but also of 
joy that she has found the Gospel. 
For the Gospel has brought her for- 
giveness. Simon is completely unsym- 
pathetic with this outburst: this is 
a cheap exhibition; it is not sincere. 
The unregenerate man can never under- 
stand how utterly the Gospel can 
change a person’s life. 

Peter, who has been fed the Word 
of life by his Master, watches many 
disciples turn their backs on Jesus. 
When asked if he would also go away, 
this poor sinner can only reply: “Lord, 
to whom shall we go? Thou hast the 
words of eternal life’ (John 6:68). 
Later with that Word, Peter and the 
Other apostles go out and turn the 
world upside down. 

Every believer knows what power the 
Word of God exerts; he has experienced 
this in his own life. Thus we sing: 
Lord, Thy words are waters living, 
Where I quench my thirsty need, 
Lord, Thy words are bread life-giving, 
On Thy words my soul doth feed; 
Lord, Thy words shall be my light, 
Through death's vale and dreary night; 
Yea, they are my sword prevailing 
And my cup of joy unfailing. 


JULY 1, 1958 


God’s Word Is God’s Work 


Some have said that the Word, 
whether it is written or preached, 
speaks only about Jesus and the things 
of God; like a sign, it points the way 
to eternal life; in itself it has no power 
to work faith and other spiritual effects. 

But this is wrong. The Word not 
only speaks about Christ, it brings 
Christ and His merits and the Holy 
Ghost and all the gifts of God’s grace 
(Gal. 3:1, 2). For unlike all other 
words, the words of God are not words 
only, but deeds. You and [ speak, and 
nothing happens. But when God says, 
“Let there be light,” light comes into 
being. “For He spake, and it was done; 
He commanded, and it stood fast” (Ps. 
33:9). Jesus does not always dis- 
tinguish between His words and works 
(cf. John 14:10). For this reason 
Luther was wont to say that God speaks 
not words but things. He says, “We 
speak, but in a grammatical way only, 
that is, we refer to things which are 
already created. But the divine gram- 
mar is something else again; for when 
God says, ‘Sun, shine!’ then at once 
the sun comes into being, and it shines.” 

One of my seminary teachers used 
to say: the Gospel is not only an invi- 
tation, it is also transportation. He 
meant that the Gospel not only invites 
us to believe in Christ, but it works in 
us also that very faith which it requires. 
If this were not so, then we who are 
spiritually dead in our sins would be 
in a sad and hopeless state of affairs. 
Then God’s invitation would ask us to 
the marriage, but we would be unable 
to accept the invitation and come. He 
would stand at the door and knock, 
but we would lie dead on the floor. 
No, before we can accept the Gospel, 
we must pass from death to life; we 
must be reborn. And this Gospel Word, 
which Jesus calls spirit and life, not 
merely invites and encourages us to 
enjoy God’s favor, but actually makes 
us partakers of this life in Christ. 


The Spirit Works Through the Word 

By no means do we wish to imply 
in this discussion that the Holy Spirit 
has abdicated His sanctifying work to 
the Word. It is the Spirit who works 
faith and regeneration in sinners, but 
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By ROBERT PREUS 


He works all this through the Word, 
which “effectually worketh” also in us 
that believe (1 Thess. 2:13), and which 
comes to us “not in word only, but 
also in power and in the Holy Ghost 
and in much assurance” (1 Thess. 
1:5). Our Confessions therefore say: 
“Therefore we ought and must con- 
stantly maintain this point, that God 
does not wish to deal with us otherwise 
than through the spoken Word and the 
Sacraments.” (Smalcald Articles, III, 
10) 
Our Use of the Word 


When Jesus offered to go with the 
centurion to Capernaum and heal his 
servant, the man replied: “Speak the 
word only, and my servant shall be 
healed” (Matt. 8:8). Jesus, we are 
told, marveled at this man’s faith. 

Let us take our cue from this cen- 
turion and trust in the Word and its 
power and promises. Let us use this 
Word, read and preach it, live and glory 
in it. It is a paradise of comfort 
through our earthly pilgrimage. 

Let us remember, too, our Savior’s 
promise: “If a man love Me, he will 
keep [cherish, believe, hold on to] My 
words; and My Father will love him, 
and We will come unto him and make 
Our abode with him.” (John 14:23) 

Think of it! All the people of this 
world could not in a million years raise 
a fit dwelling place for God. “The 
heaven and heaven of heavens cannot 
contain Him” (2 Chron. 2:6). Yet in 
a weak human soul that keeps His 
Word He willingly comes and makes 
His dwelling place. 

How blest are they who hear God's 
Word 

And keep and heed what they have 
heard: 

They wisdom daily gather; 

Their light shines brighter day by day, 

And while they tread life’s weary way, 

They have the oil of gladness 

To soothe their pain of sadness, 


God's Word a treasure is to me, 
Through sorrow’s night my sun shall be, 
The shield of faith in battle; 

The Father's hand hath written there 
My title as His child and heir, 


“The Kingdom’s thine forever.” 


That promise faileth never. 


Two Liberties 


Christians read and remember 
two declarations of independence 


A statue of Christ overlooking the city of Guayaquil, 
Ecuador, will be the tallest in the world — 181 feet high 
and on a 46-foot pedestal. The Statue of Liberty (a gift 
from France) in New York harbor is currently the 
world’s tallest statue, rising 158 feet. 

These two statues symbolize two basic liberties: the 
civic and the spiritual. Americans enjoy civic liberty 
in a fuller measure than any other nation. God has 
indeed been good to this land. 

“The condition upon which God hath given liberty 
to man is eternal vigilance,” said John Curran in the 
days when the U.S. A. was born. True as were these 
words then, they are doubly true today, when our liberty 
is under attack from within and without. 

Infinitely greater than civic liberty, however, is the 
liberty symbolized by the South American statue of 
Christ. For He is the divine Liberator from the slavery 
of sin and guilt. He redeemed us, bought us free with 
His holy precious blood and His innocent suffering and 
death. We are now free men, free women, free children 
in the highest sense of the term. 

The Lord Jesus spoke these words: “If ye continue 
in My Word, then are ye My disciples indeed, and ye 
shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” 

To be enjoyed, Christ’s liberty must be known; it 
must be studied and learned; it must be remembered. 

On the Fourth of July the Christian citizen will want 
to read, with new fervor and devotion, both his country’s 
and his Savior’s declaration of independence. 


No Time for Self-Gratulation 


The rest of the world is not impressed 
with America’s church statistics 


Anti-American outbursts in Latin America, Lebanon, 
and Algeria point to the need for asking: How does the 
U.S. A. look to the rest of the world? Are the churches 
of the nation communicating the Gospel at home and in 
other segments of the globe? 

Millions of Asia’s inhabitants, foreign observers re- 
port, believe Americans wallow in money. On almost 
every other continent, people think American Negroes 
(about two thirds of the world’s population is colored) 
are practically slaves. Only a minority of people through- 
out the world are convinced America wants peace. 

An increasing number of foreigners incline to the 
belief that the U. S. in the last decade has grown flabbier, 
less sure of itself, less capable of generating new ideas. 
American newspapers, books, and films flaunt a casual, 
easygoing way of life. To many foreigners the U. S. 
appears to be a nation without a real culture, a nation 
in which Hollywood sets the tempo, jazz adds the zip, 
and cowboys or juvenile gangsters make the laws. 

Obviously the foreign.press has not taken note of the 
upswing of religious interest in the U.S. American 
churchmen may delight in reading of record sums spent 
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for new church construction, of the all-time high in the 
percentage of the population affiliated with a church, op 
the new peak reached in church contributions. But the 
foreigner isn’t getting the church’s message. 

Isn’t it time for congregations to cease congratulating 
themselves on numerical gains and to look into the mirron 
of God’s will for His church? Where is the Christia 
love and zeal which turned the world upside down? 

National magazines, says the Living Church, have 
to keep reminding themselves that, in church affairs at 
least, the people they serve ‘“‘are concerned 90% of the 
time with local problems.” That’s too much! Whe 
congregations give the world mission of Christ’s churchl 
only one tenth of their concern and support, they con 
tribute to the negative impression America makes. 

The antidote to hate-America sentiment is not mor 
foreign aid with military implications, not more good-| 
will tours and promises, but more Gospel-living a 
Gospel-preaching the world over. It starts with you a 
your congregation. 


Colorless Season of Church Year? 


For churches fully resigned 
to the long summer slump 


Because Easter this year fell on an early date, there 
are 25 Sundays after Trinity, 25 Lord’s days without: 
a major festival. 

What is there about the 13th or the 21st Sunday: 
after Trinity to excite a worshiper? Why have the church 
fathers not injected some variety and color into the long; 
season between the First Sunday after Trinity and the: 
First Sunday in Advent? 

Christians who have celebrated the stirring festivals 
of the church do have something to be excited about: 
during the Trinity season. In this festive cycle, wor-- 
shipers witness in spirit Christ’s Incarnation, Epiphany, 
Passion, Resurrection, Ascension, and the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit. Can these spectacular events suddenly. 
lose their significance and become commonplace? 

What happened to Christ’s followers after Pentecost? 
The Book of Acts, recording the life of the Early Church, 
throbs with the vitality of the Spirit. Nothing — neither 
controversy nor persecution — halts the witness of the 
church to the risen Lord. a 

Does it make any difference in your life that you | 
have celebrated the solemnities of the Lord’s resurrection | 
and the gift of the Spirit to the church? Does your con- - 
gregation hum with renewed spiritual vigor? Do mem-- 


bers eagerly share the good news of salvation with their: 
friends and neighbors? 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS | 
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COMMENT 


Some churches settle down for the after-Trinity 
stretch, resign themselves to a slump, and suspend reg- 
ular activities. Such congregations may sing: 

Like a mighty army 
Moves the church of God. 


But are congregations entitled to that distinction if 
_ they take a dim view of the summer? Draw on the Spirit 
of the living God, and there will be color and excitement 
in the church year all year. 


Hatred in the City of Kings 


The stoning of Nixon 
and the showing of a film 


City of Kings was the name Pizarro gave to the settle- 


| 4 ment he founded in 1535, now known as Lima, capital 
of Peru. 


Prayers for 


Lima’s 407-year-old University of San Marcos has 
retained its pre-eminence as one of the best universities 
in South America. Many North Americans had perhaps 
never before heard of San Marcos until its students 
stoned Vice-President Nixon. That students of higher 
learning today could activate their antipathy to the U. S. 
foreign policy in the primitive and ancient crime of ston- 
ing makes the hatred behind the murder of Stephen more 
real to Christians in this year of grace. 

Less publicized, but not political, was the centuries- 
old and closed attitude on the religion brought to Peru 
by the conquistadors. Although the Spaniards conquered 
the empire of the Incas in the days when Luther was 
standing up in Europe for justification by faith, it took 
four centuries for evangelicals to be identified and heard 
publicly at San Marcos. This is a beginning. 

“When at the invitation of the president of San Mar- 
cos University the film Martin Luther was presented there 
recently, it was cleverly advertised as “The prohibited 
film — come see why it is prohibited!’ So many students 
came the first night that on the two following evenings 
it was necessary to allow admission by ticket only... . 
This is the first time since the university was founded in 
1551 that evangelicals have been identified and heard 
publicly,” states the Journal of the International Fellow- 
ship of Evangelical Students (via His magazine). 

May the Spirit that is Holy give to the Southern 
Hemisphere and to the rest of the world the light that 
makes souls free and turn every capital into a City of 
the King of Kings, where Christ the Liberator reigns! 


the Nation 


On the Anniversary of Its Independence 


Pastor: Almighty and everlasting God, before whose 
face the nations rise and fall, and in whose hand are the 
destinies of every nation, kindred, and tongue, we give 
Thee humble and hearty thanks for the land where our 
fathers pledged their lives, their fortunes, and their 
sacred honor; for the good land Thou hast given us, 
- wherein we eat bread without scarceness; for the land in 
~ which we may worship and serve Thee without let or 
_ hindrance, and where we live in the blessed liberty in 
which Thou Thyself hast made us free: 


Choral or Congregational Response 
(Common Meter): 
To Him who sits upon the throne, 
The God whom we adore, 
And to the Lamb that once was slain, 
Be glory evermore. 


Pastor: For all who have witnessed a good confession 
for our welfare: for patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and 
teachers; for the martyrs of our most holy faith, faithful 
witnesses of whom the world was not worthy; for all 
who have hazarded their lives for their country; for all 
who have labored and suffered for freedom of worship 
and sanctity of home; for all heroes of the common good: 


Response: To Him, etc. 
DULY Ie 1958 
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Pastor and Congregation: Almighty God, who hast 
given us this good land for our heritage, we humbly be- 
seech Thee that we may always prove ourselves a people 
mindful of Thy favor and glad to do Thy will. Bless 
our land with honorable industry, sound learning, and 
pure manners. Save us from violence, discord, and con- 
fusion; from pride and arrogance and from every -evil 
way. Defend our liberties, and fashion into one united 
people the multitudes brought here out of many kindreds 
and tongues. Endue with the spirit of wisdom those. to 
whom in Thy name we entrust the authority of govern- 
ment, that there may be justice and peace at home .and 
that, through obedience to Thy Law, we may show 
forth Thy praise among the nations of the earth. In 
time of prosperity fill our hearts with thankfulness, and 
in the day of trouble suffer not our trust in Thee to fail; 
through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and 
reigneth with Thee and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, 
world without end. Amen. 


Response (7.7.7. 5.): 


And whate’er the need may be, 
When we lift our hearts to Thee, 
From all evil set us free, 

Hear, forgive, and save. Amen. 


(Adapted) 


From the Congregations 


Last month 901 men and women marched 
from the church’s colleges and seminaries to 
serve in Christ’s kingdom. For most of the 
graduates the march started when they left 
their home congregations for preparatory 
study. Many parishes supplied the 901 mes- 
sengers. Many more will be required for the 
church’s growing needs and opportunities. 
Your congregation shares the privilege of 
replacing the 901 and of recruiting even more 


youth to train for the full-time ministry of 
the Word. 


Through the Cc 


To the church’s 14 schools come trainee 
with varying ability, personality, and back 
ground; yet all come in answer to the Say 
ior’s call. The school’s task is to help thes 
people grow in grace, in worship, in unde: 
standing, in knowledge in relation to on 


THE MAKING 


| 


and Seminaries To the Church 

And for the Church 
nother, in every possible way. Chapel, ee 
lasses, libraries, laboratories, athletics, 2% ee ae 


lubs, choirs, practice teaching and _ vicar- 
ges —all these foster the growth of the 
erson who during years of preparation 
or service is serving the Lord. 


There they go! Not just back to the 
home congregation or back to the congre- 
gations, but into all the world. The con- 
gregation that supplies messengers of the 
King has the joy of seeing them march 
into various parts of the world. Pastors, 
teachers, missionaries, professors, deacon- 
esses, nurses, social workers, youth work- 
ers, directors of education — all minister 
to their fellow redeemed. Through the 
congregations and through Synod’s schools 
God the Holy Spirit continues to find His 
messengers, makes and remakes them, and 
sends them forth. 


For information concerning entrance require- 
ments, student aid, and scholarships 
Speak to: 
your pastor, teacher, Visitor. 
Write to: 
your District recruitment committee, 


the nearest synodical college or semi- 
nary (see listing, p. 22), 


Synod’s Board for Higher Education 
210 N. Broadway, St. Louis 2, Mo. 


Students 
Attend 
Careers 
Weekend 
At St. Paul 


Concordia College, St. Paul, Minn., 
registered 317 guests this spring for 
a Student Careers Weekend. Of the 
visitors, 200 were high school boys and 
girls, 86 college men and women, and 
eight seventh-graders. 

The project emphasized recruitment 
of students for full-time service in the 
Lord’s work and a closer working rela- 
tionship between church, home and 
school. 

Guests came from Michigan, Illinois, 
Nebraska, Iowa, Minnesota, North 
Dakota, and Wisconsin. 

The weekenders visited classrooms; 
toured the campus, Minneapolis, and 
St. Paul; took preadmission tests; re- 
ceived educational counseling; attended 
chapel services, vespers; worshiped in 
Twin City churches; and heard the 
home concert of the College Choral 
Club, directed by Prof. H. W. Otte. 

Also packed into the program were 
baseball games, the “C” Club carnival, 
and the annual spring dinner sponsored 
by the Concordia Guild. 

Heading the project was Prof. Eu- 
gene Linse, director of student recruit- 
ment, assisted by Dean Walter G. Sohn; 
Principal Delphin Schulz; and John 
Stelling, chairman and co-ordinator of 
students’ organizations. 

The Concordia Science Club — an 
organization of high school and college 
students — climaxed the activities of 
the club’s year with a science fair. 
Astronomy, biology, chemistry, elec- 
tronics, physics, and photography are 
the five divisions of the club. 

The president’s office announced that 
the new residence for women students, 
Minnesota Hall, would be completed 
for the opening of the fall semester. 
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Registration for Student Careers Weekend, St. Paul 


Portland Coeds Called as 
Emergency Teachers 


Twelve young women who have 
completed the junior college teacher- 
training program at Concordia College, 
Portland, Oreg., were presented calls 
at a chapel service on May 5. 

In order to qualify as emergency 
teachers, these trainees are now attend- 
ing summer sessions at Synod’s teach- 
ers colleges in River Forest, Ill., or 
Seward, Nebr. With credits earned this 
summer, these young women will have 
gained the necessary academic work to 
enable them to begin their teaching 
careers in Lutheran parochial schools 
this fall. 

The 12 students called as emergency 
teachers are: Gretchen Stude of 


Oregon City, Oreg., who has been} 
called to Niagara Falls, N. Y.; Georgia : 
Howard, Spokane, Wash., to St. Louis, . 
Mo.; Janice Ehret, Lebanon, Oreg., to) 
Idaho Falls, Idaho; Joann Dinger, . 
Portland, to Sherwood, Oreg.; Dona | 
Rairdon, Seattle, to Oxnard, Calif.; ; 
Ruby Hering, Cornelius, Oreg., to: 
Jacob, Ill.; Raedine Meyerhoff, Eden, | 
Idaho, to Sunnyvale, Calif.; Mary Ann | 
Kaster, Clover, Idaho, to Osmond, 
Nebr.; Rhoda Schuldheisz, Sherwood, 
Oreg., to Oregon City; Karen Schaper, 
Portland, to Escondido, Calif.; Joanne 
Dreyer, Oregon City, to West Covina, 
Calif.; and Jean Duborko, New Plym- 
outh, Idaho, to Juniata, Nebr. 


Portland teacher trainees presented calls by Dean Keller. L.—r.: Dinger, Schulds 


heisz, Meyerhoff, Stude, Schaper, Rairdon 


Kaster, Duborko 
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, Dean Keller, Dreyer, Howard, Hering, 
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Four Seminarians 
Train for 
Reserve Chaplaincies 


With a view to appointment as Army 
Reserve chaplains upon graduation and 
ordination, four middlers at Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis, took the oath of 
office as second lieutenants in the Staff 
Specialist Reserve of the United States 
Army. 

The four seminarians are Richard 
Alms, 23, Red Wing, Minn.; Irwin D. 
Goehring, 23, Kinsley, Kans.; James 
Lauer, 24, Triumph, Minn.; and James 
Lindermann, 23, Paint Rock, Tex. 

Because the occasion was the first 
of its kind in Synod, the commanding 
general of the XI United States Army 
‘Corps (Reserve) St. Louis, Major 
Gen. Charles D. W. Canham, per- 
sonally administered the oath. 


Seventh Kamprath Child 


Graduated from Seward 


When Fredric Kamprath received his 
degree from the Seward teachers col- 
lege, he was the seventh child of Mr. 
-and Mrs. Robert Kamprath, Seward, 
Nebr., to receive such honor. Next se- 
mester will be the first in 28 years that 
no Kamprath is enrolled at Concordia. 
Waldemar, who is in Seattle, Wash., 
was followed at Seward teachers college 
by brothers Reuben, now of Wyandotte, 
Mich.; Robert, Beecher, IIl.; and Rich- 
ard, Detroit, Mich. Fred will teach in 

~ Montebello, Calif. 

Robert continued his studies at the 
St. Louis seminary and is now a pastor. 
The other brothers are in the teaching 
ministry. 

Not to be outdone are the sisters: 
Lucille teaches in Fair Oaks, Calif. 

Dorothy is the wife of Rev. Lester 
Muhly, Olive, Calif. Marilyn of San 
Francisco taught for three years. 

When God restored health to Mrs. 
Kamprath years ago in answer to 
prayer, the parents pledged to do all 
that they could to direct their children 
into full-time service of the church. 

The father is now membership chair- 
man of St. John’s Lutheran Laymen’s 

League. The mother is head cook at 
St. John’s Lutheran School. 
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Maj. Gen. Canham, Lindermann, Lauer, Alms, Goehring, Dr. Repp 


In addition to Academic Dean Ar- 
thur C. Repp and Col. David B. Stone, 
deputy commander of the XI Corps, 
five chaplains and ex-chaplains serving 
on the Seminary teaching staff wit- 
nessed the ceremony: Chaplain (Colo- 
nel) Arthur Carl Piepkorn, USAR; 
Chaplain (Colonel) Martin H. Scharle- 
mann, AR-Res.; Chaplain (Major) 
Harry G. Coiner, USAR; former Army 
Chaplain (Captain) Philip J. Schroeder 
(currently auxiliary chaplain at the 
U. S. Army Engineer Depot, Granite 
City, Ill.); and former Air Force Chap- 
lain (Captain) Arthur M. Vincent. 

In preparation for their ultimate com- 


missioning as chaplains, the new second 
lieutenants will attend the Basic Chap- 
lain Officer Course of the U.S. Army 
Chaplain School, Fort Slocum, New 
Rochelle, N. Y., train with Reserve 
units in armories and in the field, and 
advance their proficiency with Army 
extension courses. 

Ten additional middlers have applied 
for Reserve commissions. 

Of the 231 Missouri Synod chaplains 
in the U.S. Regular and Reserve 
Armed Services, 97 are on active duty. 
Synod’s Armed Services Commission 
exercises supervision over these chap- 
lains. 


Tokyo Seminary Graduates Two Pastors 


Mr. Yoshinaga, 33, and Mr. Yamada, 
30, were recently graduated from 
Synod’s Lutheran Seminary in Tokyo. 
“Both men are excellent scholars,” 
writes Dr. O. H. Theiss, president of 
the seminary in Japan, “and are ready 
to serve the church. Mr. Yoshinaga 
will, | am confident, eventually make a 
valuable member of our teaching staff 
at the seminary with his experience as 
teacher, his academic zeal and achieve- 
ments, his theological soundness, and 


his command of English and German. 
I am eager to have him do graduate 
work this year.” 

The Japan seminary, opened in 1953, 
is housed in the Lutheran Center, 
Tokyo. In addition to this year’s class 
of two candidates, three other pastors 
have been graduated. 

Dr. Alfred O. Fuerbringer of the 
St. Louis seminary, who was in Tokyo 
at the time of the graduation, attended 
the services. 


In procession, 1—r.: Graduates Yoshinaga and Yamada, Drs. Fuerbringer and 


Theiss 
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THE. 
[ Prophets 


| Much Given, Much Required! / 


| | 
Amos 3: 2: “You only have I known / 
of all the families of the earth; there- | 
— fore I will punish you for all your — 
__ iniquities.” 


Wanting to be the favorite is a typi- 
cal characteristic of the human race. 
_ Being the chosen, the preferred one, 
- usually means to be the recipient of 
special joys and pleasures, signal gifts 
and honors. 


It is quite unusual when being the 

- first choice means something bad and 

_ unpleasant. Yet this was the shocking 

_ revelation which the prophet Amos was 

_ called upon to bring to the attention of 
his people. 


Much had been given to them. As _ 
_ the people of the covenant they had | 
_ been bound to God in a close, abiding - ; 
friendship. God had agreed to favor | 
them with His kindness and mercy. — 
_ They in turn had agreed to walk in the _ 
ways of His commandments. | 


i 
FE 
[ 
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_ Preferred before all the other nations 
of the earth, the people of Israel for- 
got that this happy arrangement could 
be ended, that the covenant was re-- 
vokable. They had in fact terminated 
the agreement by failing to live up to_ 
heir part of it. Now they faced the 
grim prospect of being punished se- 
_ verely because they had been so highly | 
_ privileged. God would hold them re- | 
_ sponsible for all their perverseness. 


Privileged, therefore punishable! 
_ Certainly we, too, have become God’s 
_ favorites through our acceptance of the 
_ Lord Jesus. In Christ we have received 
_ such priceless gifts as God’s pardon, 
_ membership in His kingdom, the hope 
of abiding fellowship with Him. 


__ But if we violate this sacred trust, the 
_ consequences for us will be all the more 
_ severe. If we forget our obligations to 
_ the Lord and to the other members of 

_ His body, then our being chosen will — 
_ boomerang against us. When the puni-. 

_ tive stripes are portioned out, more — 
_ stripes will await us than those people — 
_ who had not been so signally blessed. 


Let us therefore be mindful of our 
_ responsibilities. When the pattern of © 
_ our Christianity is finally made known, 
_ may we still be known of God. 
ALFRED VON ROHR SAUER 
ee 
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The Kyrie Eleison 


Short and simple, the Kyrie Eleison 
of the Lutheran Liturgy (Hymnal, pp. 7 
and 17) is profound and rich in mean- 


ing. Translated literally, these two 
Greek words mean: “Lord, have 
mercy.” They are prounced: kif-i-e 


é-1la'-i-son. The words, retained by 
the church in their original Greek ver- 
sion, take us back to the days of the 
New Testament. 


The Kyrie may be used as a cry for 
the forgiveness of sins. The words have 
been so used by Christian people from 
days immemorial, and no valid reason 
can be given which would discourage or 
prohibit such use. 


Plea for Strength 


However, in view of the fact that in 
the liturgy the absolution has already 
been pronounced by the minister, the 
Kyrie is here not used as a plea for the 
forgiveness of sins. Here it takes on 
another meaning and expresses a plea 
to the Lord for strength and support. 
Even after our sins have been forgiven, 
we still cannot by our own reason and 
strength believe in Jesus Christ or come 
to Him. God Himself must give us this 
strength. The Kyrie is our cry for 
strength and power from on High. In 
addition to being a cry for spiritual 
strength, it is a cry for physical power. 
We need physical strength in order to 
go to church, to worship, to be atten- 
tive, and to support others who seek to 
worship with us. Such use of the Kyrie 
Eleison is thoroughly Biblical. The 
words were thus used by the sick, the 
crippled, and the blind when they cried 
to Jesus to restore to them their full 
health of body, mind, and spirit, Matt. 
15¢22 

Cry of Homage 


But the Kyrie means even more. It 
was used by the ancient Greeks to honor 
their kings and military generals when 
they returned home victoriously from 
the battlefields. We Christians shout 
our Kyrie Eleisons to Christ, our vic- 
torious Lord, and use the words as a cry 
of homage and esteem, a cry which has 
essentially the same meaning as the 
words the multitude cried out at Christ’s 
triumphant entry into Jerusalem: “Ho- 
sanna to the Son of David; blessed is 
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He that cometh in the name of the: 
Lord; Hosanna in the highest,” Matt. | 
21:9. When thus used, the Kyrie does | 
not require the inclusion of the words 
“upon us.” 


The Kyrie is, therefore, Christ-cen- 
tered; while its threefold use may be 
interpreted to indicate that it is Trini- 
tarian in character, we need not so in- 
terpret the Kyrie. We may, instead, re- 
gard it as a threefold cry of homage 
to Christ, our risen and ascended Lord, 
sitting as our Advocate at the right hand 
of the Father. We can thus translate 
the threefold Kyrie to mean: “Hail, 
hail, hail, Christ, our Lord.” Though 
Christ has been mentioned previously 
in our service of worship, the liturgy, 
here addressing Him specifically, be- 
comes more and more evangelical and 
Christ-centered, culminating finally in 
the blessed Lord’s Table, at which we 
enjoy the closest communion with 
Christ, our Lord. 


Since the Kyrie is a cry, a shout, it 
should not be sung or accompanied 
softly and “with much feeling.” The 
tremolo should not be used, nor the 
accompaniment blasted forth. 


Kyrie Hymns 

Some of our finest hymns have their 
source in the Kyrie. They are known 
as Leisen, a word that has found its 
way into English usage and which is 
derived from the Greek eleison. Each 
stanza of these Leisen closes with “Lord, 
have mercy.” During the age of ration- 
alism some converted this refrain into” 
“Halleluia,” especially on feast and 
festival days of the church year; how- 
ever, we continue to use “Lord, have 
mercy,” because we need the Lord’s 
mercy also on feast and festival days, 
and because, especially on these days, 
we greet the Christ as our Lord and 
King. 

While the hymn “Kyrie, God Father 
in Heaven Above” (The Lutheran Hym- 
nal, No. 6) is regarded as the greatest 
of all Kyrie hymns, “Christ Is Arisen” 
(The Lutheran Hymnal, No. 187) is 
the oldest and most famous of all 
Leisen. Both hymns are part of our 
great heritage, and both deserve wide- 


spread use. WaLTER E. Buszin 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


What's the 


ANSWER? 


® Congregational resolutions — binding? 


@ Membership transfers — Lutherans only? 


@ Sponsors — outside Synodical Conference? 


>) Question: Some time ago you 
£ wrote that human ordinances 
should never be made bind- 
ing on the conscience of men. Now 
some of our members claim that our 
church is doing this very thing by 
devoting a certain percentage of our 
regular offerings for Synod and mis- 
sions. Are these members right? 


Answer: Church members in whose 
hearts the love of Christ rules will 
gladly abide by the resolutions properly 
passed by their congregations, even 
though they themselves may not have 
been in favor of the resolutions. In 
matters not commanded by the Bible 
the majority rules, and the minority 
follows. There could be no decency 
and order in the church if the minority 
consistently refused to abide by the de- 
cisions of the congregation. 

It is absurd for a consecrated church 
member to say his conscience has been 
violated if the congregation resolves to 
set aside a definite percentage of its 
offerings for Synod and missions. What 
kind of conscience rebels at a resolu- 
tion enabling a church to do its fair 
share with other congregations toward 
their common task? Such persuasion 
“cometh not of Him that called you.” 
(Gal. 5:8) 

_ A Christian congregation would not 
think of disciplining members who dis- 
play a lack of vision and missionary 
zeal. Perhaps these members are giving 
their fair portion in some other way. 
If not, they still should not be forced, 
but rather persuaded to do their duty 
and to co-operate with the congrega- 
tion. Compulsory good works lack the 
quality which makes them God-pleasing 
(2 Cor.9:7). Patient instruction and 
exhortation will gradually convince peo- 
ple of the need of generous support of 
Christian missions and of the advantage 
of systematic procedure in carrying out 
the church’s obligation in this respect. 
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Not in vain did the apostle Paul in- 
struct Timothy to preach the Word and 
to exhort with all long-suffering and 


doctrine. (2 Tim. 4:2) 

2 some persons coming to 
us from other Protestant 

churches must first be instructed, 

while those coming from other Lu- 

theran churches are accepted by 

transfer? 


Question: Please explain why 


Answer: People who have been mem- 
bers in good standing of Synodical 
Conference Lutheran churches are re- 
ceived by transfer. For those who come 
from churches outside our fellowship, 
there are other methods of entry. 

People who have been members of 
non-Lutheran Christian churches are, 
with rare exceptions, expected to take 
the course of instruction leading to 
communicant membership. There are 
numerous differences between us and 
other Protestant churches. Non-Lu- 
therans, therefore, need to become 
thoroughly acquainted with our doc- 
trine and practice before they are asked 
to join and commune with us. 

Members of other Lutheran churches, 
however, having already been instructed 
in the Lutheran doctrine, are inter- 
viewed to ascertain the extent of agree- 
ment and to adjust differences, if any. 
This may be done by having the mem- 
bers read brief summaries of our doc- 
trine and then discussing any difference 
that may become apparent, or it may 
be done by discussion alone. In all 
cases it is advisable to ask members of 
other Lutheran churches for a state- 
ment of membership from their former 
congregations as a certification of the 
instruction and confirmation previously 
received. Such people are said to unite 
with our church by profession of faith 
rather than by confirmation or transfer. 
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After a PTR mission, 15 children were baptized 


in St. Peter’s Church, Edmonton, Alta., by 
Rey. A. J. Mueller. 
Question: May Lutherans 


outside the Synodical Con- 


ference be accepted as spon- 


sors at the baptism of our children? 


Answer: Much would depend on the 
person’s character and readiness to ful- 
fill the promise he is asked to make on 
behalf of the child. When we ask that 
in the event of the parents’ death the 
sponsors promise to have the children 
brought up according to the teachings 
of the Lutheran Church, we are natur- 
ally thinking of our church and of the 
teachings as we have learned them. De- 
vout Christians from other Lutheran 
bodies who are willing to make and to 
keep that promise could be accepted if 
sponsors from our own circles are not 
available. For those Lutherans would 
be in a position to fulfill the promise 
they make without violating their con- 
victions. 

Still none can gainsay that to avoid 
complications, our logical and normal 
procedure should be to ask only those 
who are one with us in faith and fel- 
lowship, who are concerned about their 
own spiritual life, and who are living 
a life of godliness and good works. 
Conversely, if our members are asked 
to serve as sponsors for children of 
other churches, let the members frankly 
ask themselves whether they can con- 
scientiously help bring up children in 
teachings which are not in accord with 
the Holy Scripture. 

Another method of dealing with this 
problem is to ask people outside our 
fellowship to serve as witnesses rather 
than sponsors. In that case they merely 
testify to the Christian Baptism of the 
child, but do not make any promise. 
However, parents serve the best inter- 
ests of their child in choosing sponsors 
who will take active interest in the 
spiritual welfare of their godchild. 


O. E. SOHN 
yy 


1958—59 Topic Study Series 
Launched by Walther League 


Walther Leaguers this month start 
on their 1958—59 topic study series. 
Written by pastors and lay people ac- 
tively engaged in young people’s work, 
the studies deal mainly with sex, court- 
ship, and marriage problems facing our 
youth. 

Choice of the themes was based on 
lengthy surveys among Synod’s young 
people, who asked that those vitally 
important problems be discussed in 
a church setting. 

The 1958—59 topic study series is 
divided into senior and junior sections. 
The increasing number of Senior Wal- 
ther Leaguers (post-high school age) 
in all areas of Synod adds importance 
to the value of the new series. 

Titles of topic study themes range 
from “Who Put the Hex on Sex?” 
(Christian understanding of sex) to 
“Why Fight the Odds?” (study on the 
dangers of mixed marriages). A new 
feature of this year’s studies is the prep- 
aration of special topic-study work- 
sheet samples for Junior Walther Lea- 
guers. The leader is to use the samples 
as models when the topic is presented 
in the society. 

Junior topic study themes concen- 
trate on aspects of modern church life. 
The wide variety of titles, such as 
“Ecclesiastical Want-Ads” (professional 
recruitment), “Influential Monk” (Lu- 
theran World Federation), and “In Our 
Front Yard’ (mission work at home) 
will help stimulate the interest of the 
leaguer of high school age. 

Resource material for the studies ap- 
pears in the Walther League’s Workers 
Quarterly. Since all the discussion helps 
make liberal use of pertinent Bible ref- 
erences, the topic study series will also 
lead young people into the Scriptures. 


New Foreign Mission Builders 


The Walther League co-operated 
with Synod’s Board for Missions in 
Foreign Countries in recruiting two new 
Foreign Mission Builders for the New 
Guinea field: Robert Barbour and Wal- 
ter Schmidt, both of Stratford, Ontario, 
Canada, and members of St. Peter’s 
Church there. They will be employed 
by the synodical Board. 

Planning to leave soon for New 
Guinea, these two leaguers will follow 
in the footsteps of the original Builders 
who a year ago completed 24 months 
of unsalaried work in that mission. 
Four of the seven Builders have vol- 
unteered to serve an additional two- 
year period: Clarence Schultze, Walter 
Biberdorf, August Harms, and James 
Kahre. Feed RLS 
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Lutheran Hour workers in Taipeh, 


Formosa, grade Correspondence 
Course papers and answer problem 
mail. 


WAN LUTHERAN MESON 


: OFFICE 
eat WORTHINGTON 


AN LUTHERAN HOUR | 


DIRECTOR 
DW GRERKELS 


Rev. D. W. Gremmels, left, Lu- 
theran Hour branch office manager, 
confers with K. M. Tai, Hankow 
seminary graduate. 


Summer Lutheran Hour Topics Announced 


Rev. Armin C. 
Oldsen, director of 
religious education at 
Concordia Lutheran 
High School, Fort 
Wayne, Ind., on July 
13 will become sum- 
mer guest speaker on 
The Lutheran Hour. 

In a series of 10 
addresses, Pastor Old- 
sen will discuss the general theme 
“Christ Helps Modern Man Solve His 
Problems,” using as his topics: 


A. Oldsen 


July 13: Christ Stands by You in 
Your Loneliness. 

July 20: Christ Relieves Your 
Anxiety 

July 27: Christ Frees You of Your 
Guilt 

Aug. 3: Christ Releases Your 
Frustration 

Aug. 10: Christ Comforts You in 
Your Sorrow 

Aug. 17: Christ Understands Your 
Doubt 

Aug. 24: Christ Directs Your 
Loyalty 

Aug. 31: Christ Helps You in Your 
Work 

Sept. 7: Christ Strengthens You in 
Your Suffering 

Sept. 14: Christ Gives You True 


Security 


Pastor Oldsen was Lutheran Hour 
speaker from 1951 to 1953, when he 
left the radio pulpit on the advice of 
his physician. From 1953 until Septem- 
ber 1957 the Lutheran Hour summer 
guest speaker was pastor of St. Paul’s 
Church, Lakewood, Ohio. 

Previously Pastor Oldsen served Im- 
manuel Church, Valparaiso, Ind., and 
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was professor of religion and sociology 
at the university there. He is the author 
of When Thy Face I See and coauthor 
of Voices of the Passion. 


Dr. Oswald Hoffmann, regular Lu- 
theran Hour speaker, now on an evan- 
gelistic and concert tour of Europe with 
the Springfield seminary chorus, will 
open the 26th season of Gospel broad- 
casting with a rally in Detroit, Sept. 21. 


Lutheran Hour News 


Dr. Oswald Hoffmann has been se- 
lected as the speaker for the gigantic 
religious service which is a special fea- 
ture of the annual Minneapolis Aqua- 
tennial. At the service on Sunday, 
July 27, Rev. William Buege of Min- 
neapolis will serve as liturgist. 

A new branch office of the Lutheran 
Hour has been opened at Obot Idim, 
Calabar Province, Nigeria, to serve Lu- 


theran Hour affairs in West Africa. The 


office will be under the supervision of 
the Lutheran Radio Committee with 
Missionary Harold Hein as manager. 
This is the 20th Lutheran Hour branch 
Office. 


When the first Missouri Synod church 
in Chile is dedicated in the near feature, 
the radio station in Valparaiso, Chile, 
will carry a special Lutheran Hour 
broadcast. Pastor of the congregation 
is Rev. Jose Avendana, who came into 
the church through the Lutheran Hour. 
An LWML gift will pay for construc- 
tion of the building. 

Ibo, Efik, and Swahili are the latest 
additions to the languages in which The 
Lutheran Hour is broadcast — 59. 
These three were added in Africa, with 
the first two in direct support of the 
mission work which the Synodical Con- 
ference carries on in Nigeria. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


St. Louis Seminary 
Receives Gifts 


Various gifts were presented to the 
St. Louis seminary at its annual Honors 
Convocation. 

The Seminary Guild presented 
$2,500 in commemoration of the or- 
_ ganization’s 25th anniversary. The exec- 

utive board of the 824-member society 
recommended that the money be used 
to provide serving facilities in the Field 
House. Guild president Mrs. Oscar P. 
-Brauer made the presentation. 

In memory of the late seminarian 
Lloyd Wildermuth, Mr. and Mrs. W. J. 
Wildermuth of St. Louis, Mo., and the 
editorial and the proofreading depart- 
“ments of Concordia Publishing House 
gave a medieval manuscript of the 95th 
Psalm, executed on vellum. 

A reproduction of “The Holy Face,” 
a painting of the head of Christ by 
Roualt, was donated by Chaplain T. J. 
Kleinhans of Sioux City, Iowa. 

Reproductions of the Albrecht 
Duerer paintings “The Four Apostles” 
were given in memory of the parents of 
Dr. and Mrs. Walter E. Buszin. 


Independence Day Prayer 


O Christ, our Lord, Thou Prince of Peace, 
Draw all the nations unto Thee. 
Establish law and righteousness, 

Let all Thy power and justice see. 


For that most priceless liberty, 
Freedom of worship, Thee we praise; 
Grant that this freedom be preserved 
For us until the end of days. 


Thou King of kings and Lord of lords, 
Remove in mercy from this world 
Oppression, cruelty, and war, 

Let Freedom’s banner be unfurled. 


Oh, bless Thy Word upon our hearts 
And reassure us of Thy grace, 
All-merciful and gracious God, 

We'll praise Thee here and face to face. 


Tucson, Ariz. Marie C. Turk 


Guiding Light 


Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet, 

A light shining forth in the darkness, 

Revealing to me the pitfalls 

That lie in wait by the wayside. 
Lighting the shadowy bypaths 

That lead to sin and temptation, 

Lest my eyes be deceived by their beauty 

And my feet stray from the path set 

before me. 

Guiding me over mountains 

And through the deep valley of shadows 

That my feet stumble not on the pathway, 
Nor sink in the slough of despond. 
Leading me safely through tempests 
That rage in the black night about me, 
Thy Word goes ever before me, 

_ A light shining forth in the darkness. 


ANNA Z. ROSENBROCK 
Grant Park, Ill. 
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Members of Synod are welcome to speak on subjects of their choice — synodical 
policies, practices, customs, issues of the day, and so forth. Opinions expressed in 
Pro and Con are not to be regarded as those of the WITNEss or of Synod. The Editors 
reserve the right to reject, print in full, or omit matters not pertinent. The debates will 
be terminated at the discretion of the Editors. 


Pastors Should Preach Money 


J. B. Bernthal maintained (May 6) 
that a pastor should not use his pulpit 
to discuss money matters because: (1) 
Members come to hear the Word, 
(2) members who do not support the 
church are not present, (3) members 
who do their duty are offended, (4) 
visitors get a wrong picture of the 
congregation, and (5) money matters 
should be discussed in meetings of the 
congregation. 


Part of the Word 


It is true that people come to church 
to hear the Word of God, but Christian 
giving is a part of that Word. 

Bishop, Calif. C. H. Bopp 


Bible Passages Deal with Money 


To Simon the sorcerer, Peter said, 
“Thy money perish with thee because 
thou hast thought that the gift of God 
can be purchased with money.” 

“The love of money is the root of all 
evil,” writes St. Paul, “which while 
some coveted after, they have erred 
from the faith and pierced themselves 
through with many sorrows.” 

Just as soon as we eliminate from 
our Bibles these and countless other 
passages that deal with money, so soon 
can we stop preaching about money. 


NOLAN OBERMUELLER 
Sheridan, Wyo. 


What of 1 Cor. 16:1, 2? 


What does a preacher do with such 
Bible verses as 1 Cor. 16:1,2: “Now 
concerning the collection for the saints, 
as I have given order to the churches 
of Galatia, even so do ye. Upon the 
first day of the week let every one of 
you lay by him in store, as God hath 
prospered him, that there be no gather- 
ings when I come’? 


Emma, Mo. WM. HEPTING 


How Else Would Some Be Reached? 


Surely we do not presume that every 
worshiper is a good steward of talents, 
time, and money. How would some of 
the members be reached? Many just 
will not read what is mailed to them. 

Anyone interested in the Kingdom 
knows that Kingdom work requires 
money, but some of us may not realize 
how much it takes to spread the Word 
and how much God expects from us. 


Wisconsin Mrs. E. R. M. 


Church Treasurers’ Ulcers 


Many church treasurers would be 
spared ulcers if members shared with 
God their incomes, if only at the same 
rate as the percentage of interest paid 
on most mortgages. 

A wrong picture is given to visitors 


- when no financial obligation is placed 


on the Christian. 

Letters, bulletins, and other mailings 
serve a purpose, but they are not neces- 
sarily read. Because of age or sex, 
many a communicant has no oppor- 
tunity to learn of the discussions among 
the voting members. 


Mrs. R. L. HANNEMANN 
Elmhurst, Ill. 


‘No One Should Be Offended 


When the Word of God concerning 
Christian giving is expounded, no one 
has a right to be offended. Those who 
do their duty will be comforted and 
strengthened, while those who keep 
from doing their duty will be pricked in 
conscience. 

If a visitor pays attention, he will 
judge himself, not the church. 

Sums and methods should be dis- 
cussed in the business meetings of the 
congregation, not from the pulpit. 

JEssE T. STENSKE 

Glendora, Calif. 


Three-Year-Olds in Church? 


Last Sunday a mother sat in back 
of me with a little girl who ran up and 
down the length of the bench, 
screamed, and clapped her hands 
through the whole service. 

My pleasure in the service was 
spoiled, and I wonder what blessing the 
mother received. 

Years ago when a youngster got out 
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of hand, an usher asked the mother to 
go into the vestry. (We have a nursery. ) 

I think it is asking a lot of a three- 
year-old to sit through a church service. 

I was taught in confirmation class 
that anybody who distracts our atten- 
tion when we are listening to the Word 
of God is committing a serious wrong. 


Illinois J. M. 
19 
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What About Parochial Schools? 


The Roman Catholics Say: 


“The influence of a [Roman] Catho- 
lic education admittedly carries over 
into after-graduation life, because what 
one has learned to know and love is not 
readily forgotten or abandoned. [Ro- 
man] Catholic schools use every edu- 
cation technique to teach [Roman] 
Catholicism to their students.” 


“Why I Remain a Catholic,” p.3, in ‘“T’ll 
Tell You Why I Am a Catholic,’ No. 26, K. of 
C. Religious Information Bureau, St. Louis. 


“The Church has the obligation to 
aid all Catholics, and all men, to save 
their immortal souls. She has the right 
to fulfill this obligation by teaching the 
truths of religion and by training them 
in the ways of morality. Experience 
has taught her that to separate this 
teaching and training from the rest of 
education and to leave it to the home 
and the Sunday School alone is un- 
realistic and unwise. 


“Lutherans have parochial schools 
too! Are you going to attack the 
Roman Catholics because they have 
parochial schools?” Someone will 
surely react in that way to the ques- 
tion in the title. The arguments used 
for parochial schools may sound 
good to him. Another will condemn 
both Lutheran and Roman Catholic 
parochial schools. What about it? 

Parochial schools are called un- 
American. Their existence is said 
to be harmful to the state. Diversi- 
ties of institutions and of cultures 
have made America great. Parochial 
schools need not be unpatriotic or 
un-American any more than any 
other private schools or youth or- 
ganizations. Only when attempts are 
made to turn parochial schools into 
“semi-public” schools, or when at- 
tempts are made to suppress public 
schools for the sake of parochial 
schools or when attempts are made 
to divert state funds to religious 
schools, only then can_ parochial 
schools be regarded as un-American. 

High educational standards, ad- 
mittedly, must be maintained in pa- 
rochial and public schools alike. 

What about Roman Catholic 
schools? The K. of C, ad, “Why 
OUR Children Go to Catholic 
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Comment 


“Moreover, as an educated man is 
not one who knows a series of facts 
but one who integrates those facts into 
a way of thought, so a moral man is 
not one who can recite the catechism 
but one who has made the truths of 
religion into a way of living. To accom- 
plish this, there must be an active effort 
to interrelate all subjects of knowledge 
in their purpose or their content with 
religion, and an avid environment of 
love and zeal for virtue and morality. 


“The [Roman] Catholic schools have 
been and are often criticized as being 
incompetent, or intolerant, or insular. 
Measured by the artificial standards of 
the accreditation system, some parochial 
schools fall short of some _ public 
schools, some exceed them, the ma- 
jority equals them.” 


“Why Catholics Have Their Own Schools,” 
pp. 29, 30, in ibid. 


” 


Schools,” states in the words of Leo 
XIII that education be “permeated 
by Christian piety.” Is this enough? 
Christian education, to be truly 
Christian, must be based on Christ. 
This Christ-centered education must 
be Spirit-led and _ Bible-taught. 
Church schools must go far beyond 
the teaching of piety and morality. 

Again, should the Roman Cath- 
olics complain about the “double tax- 
ation”? If they want their own 
schools, let them pay for them. If- 
Lutherans want their own schools, let 
them [the Lutherans] pay for them 
—and not complain about “double 
taxation.” As patriotic citizens they 
pay their school taxes and thank 
God for the privilege of religious 
freedom, which enables them to have 
and support church-related schools. 

Is the example of Quebec or some 
European countries, in which public 
and parochial schools are both tax- 
supported, to be adopted as an 
American principle? We hold that 
it should not. 

We believe in parochial schools, 
but we do not want to see them the 
cause for breaking down the estab- 
lished American practices for the 
separation of church and state. 

Cart S. MEYER 
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French Editor Sees 
De Gaulle in “Balance” 


Premier Charles de Gaulle’s “sense 
of history” will not permit him to vio- 
late democratic principles, a Protestant 
and French editor told the General 
Assembly of the United Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A., meeting in 
Pittsburgh. 

Although a devout Catholic, De 
Gaulle is by no means a Petain, the 
editor commented. The French, he 
said, hope that De Gaulle can moderate 
the influence of the extremists and 
“really balance out the right and the 
left in a positive way.” 


The French remember that De 
Gaulle headed liberal governments that 
included Communists in 1946 and 
1947, Paul Eberhard, editor of L’//lus- 
tre Protestant, pointed out. 

Should “Algerian rebels” dominate 
his government, De Gaulle would 
quickly lose popular support. The next 
step would be a revolt which would 
benefit only the Communists, the editor 
said, according to a Religious News 
Service release. 

France is traditionally a Roman 
Catholic country, where issues are 
thought of in terms of “hierarchy and 
obedience,” the editor said in an inter- 
view. The right wing presents an ap- 
peal to obedience, order, and Chris- 
tianity, but also to “clericalism and 
authoritarian, undemocratic principles.” 

The left wing automatically votes 
against the clerical right — against 
Obedience, order, and Christianity, 
which explains the large number of 
Communists in a country which is 
basically smallholder and bourgeois. 

“A Frenchman’s return to religion,” 
Mr. Eberhard said, “would always be 
understood in hierarchical terms, as a 
return to a more authoritarian form of 
government. The real dilemma for 
France is to have a strong moral gov- 
ernment and at the same time avoid 
clerical governments such as those of 
Petain and Franco.” . 


Two days after Mr. Eberhard spoke 
in Pittsburgh, Premier de Gaulle held 
a lengthy consultation with Roman 
Catholic Archbishop Leon-Etienne 
Duval of Algiers to seek an end to the 
Algerian conflict, an RNS release from 
Algiers states. 

Archbishop Duval, who “enjoys 
great authority in Algeria,” according 
to an Algiers Radio broadcast, had 
been “repeatedly consulted” by the 
Committee for Public Safety during the 
present crisis and urged “to use his 
influence to bring about a solution of 
the troubles.” 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


Board for Parish Education 
Marks 20th Anniversary 
Of Editor Weidenschilling 


A temporary assignment in 1938 to 
prepare Bible class materials became 
a career for Dr. John M. Weiden- 
schilling, whose two decades of service 
to Synod’s Board for Parish Education 
were commemorated June 2, in con- 
nection with a meeting of the Board. 

Dr. Weidenschilling edited the Con- 
cordia Bible Student, 1938—55; Con- 
cordia Bible Teacher, 1950—55:; and 
Bible Discussion Guides for the Young 
People’s Depart- 
ment since 1954. 
He also organized 
the Board’s library 
and served as li- 
brarian during his 
tenure. 

Many of his 
Bible courses were 
reprinted as  un- 
dated Bible study 
books. He is the 
author of numer- 
ous tracts and has 
contributed to the LUTHERAN WITNESS, 
Lutheraner, Lutheran Education, Ad- 
vance, Lutheran Cyclopedia, and This 
Day. 

In September Dr. Weidenschilling 
will move to Florida, where he will 
complete the courses outlined for this 
year. He will retire officially Janu- 
ary 1, 1959. 

In commemorating his 20 years of 
service, reports Dr. Arthur L. Miller, 
the Board’s executive secretary, mem- 
bers of the staff and of the Board 
thanked God for the gifts He bestowed 
on Dr. Weidenschilling, for his use of 
these talents, and for his “significant 
contributions to the development of 
our Bible class materials.” 

Particular attention was called to 
his “productive literary ability, his fine 
sense of language, his diligent study 
of the Bible, and his ability to synthe- 
size Scripture in interesting and _ help- 
ful ways.” 

A 1916 graduate of the St. Louis 
seminary, Dr. Weidenschilling served 
congregations in Waco and Lawrence, 
Nebr., and Clifton, N.J. From 1928 
to 1938 he held teaching positions at 
the University of Arizona, Tucson, 
Ariz.; Hartwick College, Oneonta, 
N. Y.; and the Municipal University 
of Omaha. 

He studied at the University of 
Arizona, M. A., 1930; and Chicago 
Lutheran Seminary, Maywood, Ill., 
1 i:, 1938;:S. T: D.; 1940: 


puULY 1, 1958 


J. Weidenschilling 


Part of the dedication-day procession 


Concordia Senior College Dedicated May 30: 


Concordia Senior College, Fort 
Wayne, Ind., was dedicated on May 30 
to the glory of the Triune God. At 
the main dedicatory service, conducted 
in the gymnasium, Dr. John W. Behn- 
ken, President of Synod, preached, and 
Dr. Martin J. Neeb, president of the 
new school, read the rite of dedication. 
Officiants were Dr. Paul L. Dannen- 
feldt, Dr. Ottomar Krueger, and Rey. 
Hugo Kleiner. Erwin Esslinger was 
the organist. 

Under the direction of Prof. Herbert 
Nuechterlein, the Students’ Chorus 
sang two anthems. 

After the service, attended by some 
3,000 worshipers, President Neeb read 
numerous congratulatory messages. 

At the dedicatory organ-choral ves- 
pers, beginning at 5 and 8 P. M., 
May 30, Prof. Paul Bunjes of River 
Forest, Ill., was guest organist. Choir- 
master Nuechterlein directed the com- 
bined Concordia Senior College Choir 
and the Concordia Cantata Singers. 

At a similar concert the following 
evening the college speech choir, led 


by Prof. Paul Harms, presented “Truth 
in the Inward Parts.” 


Rev. William A. Buege, pastor of 
Christ Church, Minneapolis, preached 
at the special service of thanksgiving 
in Kramer Chapel, June 1. Officiants 
were Dean Richard A. Jesse and Prof. 
Herbert Bredemeier, members of the 
faculty. Student Joel Kuznik played 
the organ; the college choir sang. 


Earlier issues of the WITNESS pre- 
sented detailed descriptions of the col- 
lege and the dedication sermon. 


May the choicest blessings from on 
high richly endow this youngest insti- 
tution in Synod’s educational program, 
the students who receive their training 
on the new campus, and the faculty. 


And may the Lord of the church 
send an increasing number of conse- 
crated men and women to enroll in 
the church’s schools of higher learning, 
so that the graduates, in their ministry, 
will help bring through the Spirit’s 
power the saving Gospel of Christ to 
those who still live in darkness and in 
the shadow of death. O.E.S. 


Dedication service in college gymnasium 
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Notices 


Ordinations and Installations 


CANDIDATES 


Ordained and Installed: 


Barnett, Wilbert, chaplain of Lutheran Chil- 
dren’s Services, St.Louis, Mo., by Pres. 
George W. Wittmer, May 25. 


Installed: peor ene 


Bomba, James M., St. John, Tampa, Fla., by 
M. W. Rupprecht, April 27. 

Bretscher, Carl W., Redeemer, Warrington, 
Fla., by Pres. Edgar Homrighausen, April 27. 

Bultman, Norman, Immanuel, Shobonier, I11., 
by E. G. Bultmann, May 25. 

Galambos, Joseph, St. Matthew, Sonora, Calif., 
by Oren H. Geiger, May 18. 

Hartmann, Walter H., Zion, Clinton, La., by 
Roswell E. Mennen, May 11. 

Klopp, K. E., inst. chaplain in Cherokee, Iowa, 
by Walter F. Mueller, May 18. 

Lehenbauer, Albert W., Our Savior, New 
Orleans, La., by Miles S. Gebauer, April 27. 

Marquardt, Oscar, (add’l. charge) Immanuel, 
Ponca, Nebr., by K. F. Wentzel, May 18. 

Oswald, Arthur A., St.Paul, Webster City, 
Iowa, by A. H. Oswald, Feb. 23. 

Pranschke, Leonard F., Peace, Lemay, Mo., by 
Waldemar E. Meyer, May 18. 

Siess, Clarence H., inst. chaplain in Detroit 
area, at St. Paul, Northville, Mich., by Theo. 
Wuggazer, Jr., May 18. 

Stockamp, Corliss G., St. John, Salt Lake City, 
Utah, by Herbert R. Miller, May 4. 

Volz, Oswald, Our Savior (Gospel Center), 
Cleveland, Ohio, by W. H. Storm, May 4. 
Weber, Albert J., Good Shepherd, Clayton, IIl., 

by Robert H. Heimgartner, May 18. 


Installed: TEACHER 


Stegemann, D. V., St. John, Buckley, Ill., by 
Walther A. Eissfeldt, Jan. 26. 


Official Notices 


Rev. Henry von Spreckelsen has been ap- 
pointed Visitor of the Elizabeth Circuit of the 
Atlantic District to succeed Rev. Walter Reun- 
ing, who is now a Vice-President of the 
District. 


Rev. Walter Reuwning succeeds Rev. Louis 
Meyer as a Vice-President of the Atlantic Dis- 
trict since Rev. Louis Meyer has accepted the 
call as Executive Secretary of Stewardship 
and Evangelism in the District. — Herman J. 
Rrepe, President, Atlantic District. 


Rev. Harold Held, Hillman, Mich., has been 
appointed Visitor of the Alpena Circuit, Mich- 
igan District, to succeed Rev. Harold Molzan, 
who has accepted a call within the District. 


Rev. Eugene Vetter, New Haven, Mich., has 
been appointed Visitor of the Mount Clemens 
Circuit, Michigan District, to succeed Rev. 
Clarence Siess, who has accepted a call to 
another congregation within the District. 


Rev. Carl Schinnerer, Bad Axe, Mich., has 
been appointed Visitor of the Thumb Circuit, 
Michigan District, to succeed Rev. W. A. 
Pieper, who has accepted a call to another 
parish within the District. 


Rev. Richard Riess, Conklin, Mich., has 
been appointed Visitor of the Muskegon Cir- 
cuit, Michigan District, to succeed Rev. Lorne 
Ruhl, who has resigned because of ill health. 


Rev. Fred E. Kipp, Mount Clemens, Mich., 
has been appointed Visitor of the Utica Cir- 
cuit, Michigan District, to succeed Rev. A. R. 
ete who has accepted a call to another 

istrict. 


Rev. John L. Wilenius has resigned as a pas- 
tor of The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod 
to accept a call extended to him by the Board 
of Foreign Missions of The Evangelical Lu- 
theran Church and is, therefore, not eligible 
for a call by a congregation of the constituent 
synods of the Synodical Conference. — W. 
Harry Kriecer, President, Michigan District. 


Call for Nominations 


Seminario Concordia, Porto Alegre, Brazil 


The Board of Control of the Theological 
Department of Seminario Concordia, Porto 
Alegre, Brazil, by authorization of the Board 
for Missions in North and South America, 
herewith calls for candidates for a professor 
of church history and some practical subjects. 
Candidates should be theologically trained and 
able to teach in Portuguese. 


Pye 


All nominations and letters of reeommenda- 
tion should be in the hands of the undersigned 
secretary of the Board of Control by August 1. 
1958. — Rev. Cartos H. WartH, Caixa Postal 
71, Novo Hamburgo, RGS, Brazil, South 
America. 

Congregations in North America are espe- 
cially encouraged to send nominations for the 
professorship at Porto Alegre, because the 
South American schools are also our schools, 
and we owe it to our brethren in South Amer- 
ica to maintain well-staffed training schools 
for our future pastors and teachers. — REv. 
Harotp A. Ort, Secretary for Latin-American 
Missions. 


Nominations 


For Associate Professor 
in Religion and Counseling 
Concordia College, Milwaukee, Wis. 
Rev. Wm. C. Ackmann, Concordia College, 
Milwaukee, Wis., by Faith Church, Milwau- 


kee, Wis.; Immanuel, Milwaukee; Our Re- 
deemer, Wauwatosa, Wis. 


Rev. Frederick W. Dodge, B. A., Concordia 


Collegiate Institute, Bronxville, N. Y.: 
Grace, Eugene, Oreg.; Trinity, Portland, 
Oreg. 

Rev. Wm. S. Graumann, Riverside, Calif.: 
Immanuel, Milwaukee, Wis. 

Rev. Horace D. Hummell, Ph.D., S.T.M., 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo.: Saint 


John, Monett, Mo.; First Lutheran, Neosho, 
Mo. 

Rev. Henry F. Ressmeyer, M.A., S.T.M., 
Malverne, L.I., N. Y.: Pilgrim, Elkins Park, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Rev. Arthur F. Steinke, M. A., Albany, N. Y.: 
Grace, Union, N. J. 


Rev. Arnold T. Wangerin, Denver, Colo.: Good 
Shepherd, Hayward, Calif.; Immanuel, Bay 
City, Mich. 


Correspondence relative to these candidates 
is invited and should reach the undersigned 
by July 22.—Fererrx KrerzscHmar, Secretary, 
Teese of Control, 2664 N. 68th St.. Wauwatosa 

, Wis. 


Educational Institutions 
Announce Opening Dates 


Registration 


for New Opening 

AUSTIN: Students Date 

Luth. Concordia College Sept. 8 Sept. 7 
BRONXVILLE: 

Concordia College Sept.16 Sept. 22 

Concordia Prep. School Sept. 7 Sept. 9 
CONCORDIA: 

St. Paul's College Aug. 31 - Aug. 31 
EDMONTON: 

Concordia College Sept.12 Sept. 14 


FORT WAYNE: 
Concordia Senior College Sept. 5-6 Sept. 7 
MILWAUKEE: 


Concordia College Sept. 6 Sept. 7 
OAKLAND: 

Calif. Concordia College Sept. 2 Sept. 3 
PORTLAND: 

Concordia College Sept.12 Sept.15 

Concordia High School Sept. 8 Sept. 9 
RIVER FOREST: 

Concordia T. College Sept. 7 Sept. 11 
SAINT LOUIS: 

Concordia Seminary Sept.11 Sept. 14 
SAINT PAUL: 

Concordia High chool”. sept. @ Sch 
SEWARD: 

Concordia T. College Sept. 8 Sept. 7 
SPRINGFIELD: 

Concordia Theol. Sem.  Sept.10 Sept. 14 
WINFIELD: 

St. John’s College Sept. 1 Sept. 2 
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Calls Declined 


The following have declined calls to Con 
cordia Senior College, Fort Wayne, Ind.: 


Rev. Walter Boss, Salem, Oreg., as associat 
professor of German; 


Prof. Walter Mueller, Seward, Nebr., as as 
sociate professor of English; 


Prof. David S. Schuller, St. Louis, Mo., a 
associate professor of sociology. —C 
Auttck, Secretary, Board of Control. 


Notice 


Lutheran services will be conducted in Eas‘ 
Wareham, Mass., gateway to Cape Cod, July ¢ 
through August 31, 8:45 A. M., at Evangelica 
United Brethren Church, Depot St., two blocks 
from Routes 6 and 28. Signs on highway. —- 
Rev. Epwarp L. Srrese, Zion Lutheran Church 
386 Court St., Plymouth, Mass. 


Available 


Pulpit; carved altar with reredos, retable» 
chancel paneling with doors; Communion raiii 
—all in comb-grained white oak. Gothicc 
custom-designed church light fixtures of var- 
ious sizes, with chain and solid mountingss 
Items at small fraction of original cost. —- 
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHuRCH, Chas. H. Ponitzz 
1524 Park Ave., Bay City, Mich. 


Used outdoor bulletin board (metal) and 
letters. — St. Paut’s LuTHERAN CHURCH, 2025! 
Jackson St., Dubuque, Iowa. 


Choir of Christ Lutheran Church, Belmont.t 
Mass., offers for sale 14 light-blue rayon choir 
robes in excellent condition. Mrs. Burr Bron-}: 
son, 15 Brookline St., Watertown 25, Mass. 


Wanted 


Choir robes. Will pay shipping. Satnr: 
Micuae.’s LuTHERAN Mission, Rev. E. W./ 
Richter, 3395 Colquitt Dr., Doraville, Ga. 


Pastors: Changes of Address 


Behnken, Chaplain John W., Jr., 7425thi 
Support Group, APO 109, New York, N. Y.' 

Benken, F. Richard, Fairview Dr., R.1,. 
Madison, Conn. 

Bernhardt. Robert H., 2147 Hoeschler Dr... 
La Crosse, Wis. 

ie Paul T., 2454 N. 22d St., Milwaukee 6, } 

is. 

Dobberfuhl, G. P., 417 Frank, Adrian, Mich. 

Ehlers, Geo. C., em., R. 2, Grover, Colo. 

Fackler, Wm. J., 840 S. Almansor, Alhambra, | 


Calif. 
Graudin, Arthur F., 7302 Whipple St., Swiss-. 
vale 18, Pa. 


Guenther, Ernest F., Breckinridge, Okla. 

Heinicke, Martin W., Box 942, Twin Falls. 
Idaho 

Hieber, Lester M., 273 N. Holmes Ave, 
Indianapolis 22, Ind. . 

Hilgendorf, Chaplain Paul A., Jr., Chaplain 
School Bldg. 117, U.S. Naval Station. 


Newport, R. I. : 

Hobus, Robert A., 7311 Elberton Ave., 
Greendale, Wis. 

Klopp, Kurt E., 936 W. Bluff St., Cherokee, 
Iowa 

Morthole, Donald G., Malig, Isabela, P. I. 

Poganski, Donald J., 3311 Compton Rd., 
Cincinnati 39, Ohio 

Reiter, Frank G., Jr., 69-07 Cooper Ave. 
Glendale 27, N. Y. 

Spee 2 Theo., 999 Eighth, Boulder, 

olo. q 
eae. Martin, 5608 Murdoch, St. Louis 9, 


oO. : 
Schmidt, John, 4555 N. 109th St., Wauwatosa, 


is. 

Schultz, Clarence L., 308 E. Earl St., Me- 
Pherson, Kans. 

Schultz, Walter G., Chenoa, Il. 

Seehagel, Walter F., 5312 46 Ave., Wetaski- 


win, Alta., Canada 
Steffen, Gustav H., 4079 E. Ballard 
Ave., Clovis, Calif. 
Uhlig, John P., 601 Newman Dr., South San 
tepancgeialan . 
agner, Richar = ~~ Say 
Merete. Wash. 1080 (tS 
Wentzel, Chaplain Ernest F., Office of the 


Chaplain, Hq. 2d Bat. Gp., 9th 3 
Div., Ft. Benning, Ga. ~ tn 


em., 


Teachers: 


Janssen, Donald A., 720 W. 2 
Wichita 14, Kans. 7th St. S., 


pita Robert, 705 Cedar Court, Valparaiso, 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


Briefly Told 


Recruitment. The Men’s Club. of 
Messiah Lutheran Church, Sterling, Ill., 
has set up a scholarship program to 
encourage its youth to enter full-time 
service for the Lord and His church. 
Tuition or educational fees and book 
allowances are available to members 
preparing to be pastors, teachers, dea- 
conesses, and youth workers. 


_ Two Acres. Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Gregg of Pilgrim Lutheran Church, 
Indianapolis, donated a two-acre site 
for the construction of a parsonage. 


__ International Day. Forty-eight for- 
eign students attending colleges and uni- 
versities in St. Louis were guests of 100 
seminarians and _ synodical Mission 
Board executives at a dinner on the 
local Concordia campus in May. Sem- 
inarian Wi Jo Kang of Korea led the 
panel discussion on “What My Country 
Wants.” 


Stays in Manchuria. Miss Ellen 
Nielsen, 86-year-old Danish Lutheran 
Missionary in China since 1899, chose 
to continue to live in Chinese Com- 
Munist occupied Manchuria. The Dan- 
ish Missionary Society offered to send 
‘a representative to China to accompany 
Miss Nielsen home to Denmark be- 
cause her health and sight are failing, 
but she declined. Now the only Lu- 
theran missionary still in China, she 
formerly headed the girls’ school and 
women’s training college in Takushan, 
where she lives. 


Fulbright Award. Richard Dinda, 
assistant professor at Concordia Col- 
lege, Austin, was awarded a Fulbright 
Scholarship for summer study in Italy. 
At the American Academy at Rome he 
will attend the summer seminar for 
teachers of the classics. A native of 
Cleveland, Mr. Dinda was pastor of 
‘Grace Church in Paris, Tex., before he 
joined the Austin faculty. He did his 
graduate work at the University of 
Texas. 


To Australia. A Rotary Foundation 
fellowship for advanced study in Aus- 
tralia was awarded to Margaret A. 
Measel, 21, member of Peace Lutheran 
‘Church, Detroit, and a June graduate of 
Michigan State University. The daugh- 
ter of Mr. and Mrs. George E. Measel, 
Grosse Pointe Park, Margaret attended 
Holy Cross Lutheran School in Detroit 
and Valparaiso: University for two 
years. She will take her graduate work 
in English at Melbourne or Sydney. 


JuLy 1, 1958 
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Letters 


Good Question, Right Answer 


I was certainly happy to see in the 
WITNESS (May 20, p. 17) a question about 
our work as a church in slum areas of 
larger cities. Anyone who has lived or 
worked in one of the crowded inner-city 
areas can testify to the correctness of the 
answer. Here thousands of precious souls, 
purchased with Christ’s holy blood, are 
virtually passed by on the other side. 

The most encouraging part of the dis- 
cussion was that someone took the time to 
be concerned about this situation and to 
raise this question. We will never expand 
our mission to such areas until our people 
turn their interest and concern to their 
underprivileged as well as to their prosper- 
ing brothers. 


Chicago, Ill. J. BREMER 


Remember the Traveling Man 


During a flight to Chicago a card was 
placed on my dinner tray. On the card 
were prayers for “those who want to say 
a table grace.” I was very much impressed 
by the idea. I feel it deserves com- 
mendation. 

Traveling men and tourists appreciate 
the concern of the church. Our Lutheran 
congregations should not neglect to list 
themselves in hotels and motels. Two or 
three out-of-town people attending a Lu- 
theran service would more than pay the 
bill for the listings. 

I am glad to note that Missouri Synod 
Lutheran churches put up more road signs 
than all the rest of the denominations put 
together. 


Altadena, Calif. H. A. LANDECK 


Exception Rather than Rule 


I was delighted to read Pastor Mun- 
dinger’s report on his religion course at 
Michigan State (WITNESS, May 6, 1958, 
p.8). It is reassuring to know that at 
least one of our pastors is engaged in such 
work and that he feels that “through credit 
courses in religion at secular institutions 
of higher learning, souls will be won for 
Christ; 

Unfortunately, not all campus religion 
courses are centered upon God’s Word; 
Pastor Mundinger’s class is probably the 
exception rather than the rule. Our pro- 
spective college students should be warned 
that any course labeled “Religion” does 
not necessarily have anything to do with 
the Christian religion which our Lord has 
revealed through Scripture. 

As a student at a “liberal arts” college, 
I have been exposed to a religion cur- 
riculum quite different from that taught 
by Pastor Mundinger. Last semester 
I took a course called “Religion 3—Reli- 
gion and the Bible.” The College Bulletin 
says: “The course introduces the student 
to the types of questions and answers with 
which religion deals, as these are found in 
the Bible, the basic literature for the 
Hebraic and Christian traditions. Some 
attention is given to alternative answers 
offered by major world religions.” 

Unfortunately the supreme authority for 
this course was not the Word of God; 
rather, the word of contemporary liberal 
scholars. Scripture was regarded as man’s 
intuitions rather than as God’s inspiration. 
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Salvation was looked upon as something 
man was searching for, not as a gift of 
God’s grace. 

The convinced Christian who takes one 
of these religion courses may benefit from 
it. At the termination of the course he 
may find himself thanking God all the 
more for the faith He has given in some- 
thing which is obviously nonrational. The 
student who is a bit unsure of the faith 
he has inherited from his parents may find 
his beliefs shattered by modern intellec- 
tualism. The liberal, the religious free- 
thinker, may corroborate his position. The 
uncommitted student may remain uncom- 
mitted, he may become more confused 
than ever, or he may be led into an an- 
tagonistic attitude toward Christianity. 

St. Paul says, “Test everything; hold fast 
what is good” (1 Thess. 5:21 —RSV). 
Certainly the Christian should be able to 
submit his faith to the “objective” test of 
modern critical thought. Let him proceed 
with caution, however. Any course labeled 
“Religicn” or “Bible” may turn out to be 
a wolf in sheep’s clothing. The Christian 
student must remember that the ultimate 
test for truth rests in Scripture alone, that 
all Scripture is inspired by Almighty God. 

“If ye continue in My Word, then are 
ye My disciples indeed; and ye shall know 
the truth, and the truth shall make you 
frees. (ohn 82315, 32) 

FRANCES ELIZABETH LAMB 

Oberlin, Ohio 


Note: “Fourteen of our men are now 
conducting credit courses in religion,” re- 
ports Dr. R. W. Hahn, Executive Secretary 
of Synod’s Commission on College and 
University Work. “A fifteenth credit 
course will be inaugurated this fall, and 
two others are pending. Six men are con- 
ducting noncredit courses.” 

At Valparaiso University all religion 
courses are Bible grounded. 


“Something Easy” 


Time in its May 26 issue carried a story 
of an American-born woman who em- 
braced Buddhism because “Christianity fell 
far short” of what she had “expected from 
religion.” 

The problem with Western people, she 
said, “is that they want to believe in some- 
thing, and at the same time they want 
something easy.” 

Somehow I am reminded of the rich 
man who asked Jesus (Mark 10:17) how 
he could inherit eternal life. Jesus an- 
swered: “Go thy way, sell whatsoever thou 
hast, and give it to the poor, and thou shalt 
have treasure in heaven; and come, take 
up thy cross, and follow Me.” 

“And he was sad at that saying and went 
away grieved,” Mark reports; “for he had 
great possessions.” 

People in that day and in this, it would 
seem, want to embrace a faith that gives 
all and asks nothing. The material things 
required in life are paid for without ques- 
tion. However, the needs of the soul, 
many people think, are to be supplied by 
the goodness of God, who asks no payment 
of any kind — no thought, word, or deed. 

What indeed do people expect of re- 
ligion? The answer is obvious: What God 
asks and what Christ our Lord commands. 


Maplewood, N. J. WM. BOWIE 
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& * For a More 
Satisfying Vacation 


a 
4 - - filled with spiritual uplift, refresh 
and re-creation 


PSALMS FOR TODAY 


By Thomas Coates. ‘'Consists of 58 de- 
votional meditations on selected passages 
from the Psalms. . . . Recommended for 
all who feel a need for renewal, strength, 
comfort, growth in the inner man — And 
who today does not?'’— The Cresset. 
128 pages. Cloth. $2.00. Order No. 
6W1071. 


THE CROSS AND THE 
COMMON MAN 


By H. W. Gockel. ‘This volume is the 
most successful approach | have read to 
the problem of making profoundest theol- 
ogy crystal clear to the lay mind.’' — 
Daniel Poling, editor of Christian Herald. 
155 pages. Cloth. $2.00. Order No. 
15W1791, 


CHRIST AND YOUR JOB 


By Alfred Klausler. ‘Takes the reader 
into alf phases of the Christian's every- 
day life — his vocation, work, calling, 
witnessing, worship, money, neighbors. 
The problems and conflicts faced in all 
of these are reviewed in the light of 
Scripture.’’ — Sunday School Times. 145 
pages. Laminated paper. $1.50. Order 
No. 15W1805. 


THE SECRET OF 
BEAUTIFUL LIVING 


By Oswald Riess. *'Depicts the emptiness 
of lives lived without God and the bliss 
and serenity of those who live in, with, 
and for Christ.’’— Lutheran Witness. 


134 pages. Cloth. $1.75. Order No. 
15W1700. 


Order through your Church Office, Church Book Display, or directly on 
the coupon below, 


Take along a copy on your 
vacation 


It's a joy to worship in a sister congregation in 
another part of the country. Within seconds you'll 
be able to find the name, address, and time of the 
Sunday service of the nearest Synodical Conference 
Lutheran Church — no’ matter where you'll be vaca- 
tioning. In addition, the An- 
nual contains a helpful list of 
daily Bible readings, church 
calendar, almanac information, 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 
3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis 18, Missouri 


Please send the following: 


l enclose $ 


(To cover partial cost of postage —on all cash orders — please add 
5 cents for each dollar on your total purchases.) 


Name 

plus 70 inspirational subjects 
Address by Dr. John Theodore Mueller. 
City Jone us Sinys 376 pages. Paper. $ .75. 


Order No. 51W1023. 


